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>ocahontas for the last hundred years can be explained 
Pocaho 


hen I say that the mai and woman who built the 
when I sa) 


White Pole Church”’ laid the foundation of the Meth- 


odist Church; and let us trust that the influence of this 
humble christian man and women will descend from 
veneration to generation, and like the m se: of Elijah 
prove a blessing on whomsoever it may fall.” , 


JOHN SLAVEN,. 


One of the notable families in our local annals was 
the Slaven relationship, whose ancestor was John a 
Slaven, who came from Tyrone, Ireland, about the 
middle of the previous century. He first settled in 
Rockingham County, and then came to what is now 
Highland County, Virginia, and located permanently 
at Meadow Dale, on property now held by Stuart 
Slaven and James Flesher. His wife was a Miss Stuart. 
Traces of the old home are still to be seen near James 


Flesher’s residence, who is a descendant by the fifth ~~ 


remove. 
In reference to John Slaven’s sons, we learn that 
Henry and Reuben went to Ohio and settled in the 
famous Scioto Valley. Daniel Slaven located his home ? 
on Clinch River, Tennessee. Isaiah Slaven married 4° 
Martha Stuart and went to Montgomery County, Ky. 
in 1792, about the time that State came inte the union, 
and settled at Mount Sterling. William Slaven settled 
in Smith County, Tennessee, 
Stuart Slaven remained on the homestead. His wife 
was a Miss Sohnston, a daughter of Jesse Johnston. 
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He was one of the most prominent and influential citi- 
zens of his time. Stuart Slaven’s children were Reu- 
pen, for 80 mnany years one of the leading citizens of 
his county, and perhaps celebrated more marriages 
than any magistrate that ever held that office in his 
section; J esse, William, Stuart; Nellie, who became 
Mrs Adam Lightner; Mrs Thomas Campbell; Sallie, 
who was Mrs Alexander Gilmore; Rachel, who became 
Mrs Givens, and went west; and Mrs Matilda Wade. 

Margaret Slaven was married to the late Benjamin 

B. Campbell. Her daughters are Mrs 8S. P. Patterson 
and Miss Mattie Campbell, of Huntersville; Stuart 
Campbell, of Belington; Brown Campbell, late of Mon- 
terey, and Lether Campbell, at Dunmore, are her sons. 

John Slaven, son of John from Tyrone, was twice 
married. The first wife was a Miss Wade. There was 
one son, John Slaven, who never married. The sec- 
ond marriage was with Elizabeth Warwick, a: sister of 
Andrew and William Warwick, on Deer Creek. Not 
long after this marriage he settled on the head of 
Greenbrier, and he is the ancestor of the Pocahontas 
branch of the Slaven relationship. By the second mar- 
riage there were five daughters and two sons. 

He was a person of remarkable muscular powers, 
and was a Revolutionary veteran, 4 noted hunter and 
suecessful trapper. He had thrilling deseriptions to 
give of the many bloody engagenients he passed thro, 
the hazardous risks he ran, and the bitter privations he 
endured in the service of his country. He lived to an 
advanced age, and was so weakened by the infirmities 
of age as io make use of crutches in moving around in 
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his closing days. ‘ 
lowing particulars are available: 

Sallie Slaven became Mrs Dinwiddie, and lived fo, 

a time at the head of Jacksons River; thence went to 
Hardin County, Ohio. 

Priseilla Slaven was married to Joseph Wooddell, of 
Green Bank, and lived in Pike County, Ohio. 

Anna Slaven married Patrick Bruffey, and lived nea; 
Green Bank, on property occupied by John Heveney, 
Patrick Bruffey was a very useful and prominent cit- 
zen; a skilled workman in stone, iron, and wood; and 
filled most of the official positions in the gift of the 


In reference to his children the fo}. 


county. 

Mary Slaven became Mrs Jobn Wooddell, near 
Green Bank. The late Mrs M. P. Slaven, Hon W. J. 
Wooddell, and J. §, Wooddell, Esq., were her child- 
ren, 

Margaret Slaven became Mrs Samuel Ruckmman, 

William Slaven, son of John Slaven the pioneer, 
was born July 6, 1798, and was married in 1819 to 
Margaret Wooddell, daughter of J. oseph Wooddell, at 
Green Bank. She was born June 27, 1800. 

They were the parents of six sons and two daugh- 
ters. Their names were Charles, who died seeking 
goldin California; William Patrick, James Cooper, 
Henry, Nathan—a Confederate soldier killed at Fort 
Donelson; and Elizabeth, who became Mrs Osborne of 
Gilmer County. 

William Slaven’s second marriage was with Nancy 
Cline, of Lewis County, and there were five daughters 
and four sons by this marriage. Mary, Sarah, Caro- 
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Martha, Lucy Frank, Lanty, Roland, and Perry. 
Slaven’s descendants mainly live in Jackson, 
d Gilmer counties, and are reported to 

and good people of that section 


jine, 
william 
wirt, Lewis, an 
be prosperous 
of West Virginia. 


While living 1 Pocahontas County, William Slaven 
was a person of marked prominence—a member of the 
Virginia Legislature, magistrate, and Assessor. More 
than sixty years ago he coneluded te move to Lewis 
County. Assisted by John Wooddell, his household 
effects were carried over Cheat mountain to Lawyer 
See’s near Huttonsville on pack horses, there being 
only a bridle path at the time. He lived awhile on 
Leading Creek, Lewis County; thenee went to Wirt 
County, near Burning Springs; and finally to Jackson 
County, a few miles from Ravenswood. In his new 
places of residence, after leaving Pocahontas, he was 
honored with places of trust, served the public as mag- 
istrate and deputy sheriff, which at that time meant the 

full, active duties of sheriff. He leaves the reputation 
of being always an efficient, trustworthy business man. 

Jacob Gillespie Slaven, son of the pioneer of that 
much named region, Head of Greenbrier, Upper Tract, 
Travelers Repose, married Eleanor Lockridge, daugh- 
ter of Lanty Lockridge, Senior, on Knapps Creek. 
These persons passed the most of their married lives on 
the head of the Greenbrier, in a widely known and at- 
tractive home. In their time there was an immense 
travel along that road, Staunton and Parkersburg Pike. 
The most of communication between the western aud 
eastern parts of Virginia was by this route. Governor 
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Johnson and Stonewall Jackson have stopped over 
ulania't enjoy trout and venison. Everything seemed 
ap i pleasant with Jacob Slaven until the 
terrible ravages of war Jaid his home in ashes, and ex 
The family consisted of eight 

We lay before our readers 
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iled the happy inmates. 
daughters and four sons. : 
the following particulars concerning these sons and 
daughters. 

Harriet, who was greatly admired for her personal 
attractions, became Mrs Patrick Gallaher and went to 
Missouri. 

Elizabeth was married to Colonel William T. Gam- 
mon, a citizen of marked prominence. She now lives 
at Odessa, Missouri. 

John Randolph Slaven, late of Huntersville, married 
Margaret P. Wooddell, lately deceased. 

Lanty Lockridge Slaven married Isabella Burner, 
and settled on Back Alleghany, where his widéwed 
wife with her sons, J acob, Charles, and Gratz, resides. 

Mary P. Slaven was married to Jesse B. Slaven, at 
Meadow Dale, where she died and is: buried, 

Warwick Slaven married Mary Riley and lives near 
Green Bank. 

Martha Slaven became Mrs J. T. Hogesett, and liv- 
ed near Mill Point at the time of her death a few years 
since. 

Adalaide Eleanor Slayen was first married (by the 
Writer) to Washington Arbogast. He died in 1864, of 
wounds received jn the battle of § 


pottsylvania Court- 
house. Hep second 


oe : marriage was with William L. 
town, Esq and lives at Green Bank. 
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Margaret Eveline Slaven, now Mrs J. H. Patterson, 
lives at Marlinton. Mr Patterson is the Clerk of the 
Pocahontas Cirenit Court. He was a Confederate sol- 
dier from start to finish, and shared the perils of those 
who were first in battle and last in retreat. 

Sarah Slaven was first married to Peter H. Slaven, 
and lived at Monterey, Virginia. Their son Emesoh 
lives in Nebraska. Her second marriage was with 
Avista Hartman, now living in Kausas. 

Winfield T. Slaven married Nannie P. Ruckman, 
and lives near Marvin. 

In reference to the daughters, it is interesting to 
note that Eleanor and Margaret were twins. Mildred 
and Alice were also twin sisters. 

John Slaven and wife. the ancestral pioneers, that 
had their home on the beautiful banks of the upper 

Greenbrier, had a married life of fifty-two years, ten 
months, and twenty-one days. Jt would be well could 
their graves be identitied, where unheeded o’er their 
silent dust the storms of the eventful present and the 
recent past have raged in such ominous fury. The 
story of their lives helps us very 17 uch towards a proper 
understanding of what it cost to make it possible for 
the comforts that gladden our lives. 


CHARLES AND JACOB KINNISON. 

Among the earlier pioneers of the Little Levels were 
Jacob and Charles Kinnison. They were among the 
persons who had heard the wonderful intelligence 
brought in by a half demented neighbor, that he had 
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seen streams flowing towards the west during his last 

excursion in the wilderness regions beyond. In their 

explorations of the Greenbrier Valley they found John 

MeNeel, a refugee neighbor, near Millpoint. He gave 

them the benefit of his observations, and the three 

persons attempted permanent settlements about 1765, 

and thus left their old homes a few miles of Winches- 

ter, Va., near Capon Springs. 

Charles Kinnison’s wife was Martha Day. About 
the time of Braddock’s defeat she and her mother were 
taken prisoners by the Indians, in the Capon neighbor- 
hood. On the morning after the captivity, Mrs Day 
remarked to her friends-that she believed the Indians 
intended to kill her. 

“Oh, mother, what makes you think so?”’ exclaimed 
Martha. 

“Because they have given moccasins to all the pris- 
oners but me, and have left me bare footed,’’ replied 
the mother. 

When all were ready to move ona warrior walked 
up to Mrs Day and with his war club struck her a stun- 
ning blow between her shoulders, knocking the breath 
out of her, and then in an instant lifted her scalp-lock. 
She was left there in a state of insensibility, and it was 
never known whether she recovered consciousness or 
died immediately, 

The lands settled by Charles Kinnison are now oc- 
cupied by Sherman H. Clark as aresidence. Charles 
Kinnison remained on this place until he was far ad- 
vanced in life, when he migrated to Ohio. Mr and 
Mrs Kinnison were the parents of two daughters, whose 
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e pot remembered: and five sons, 
N i Amos. 

ark, Nathaniel and g ? : 
aan was born June %, - 1767. He mar 
es, a sister of Moses and Milburn 

hes. She was born April 17, 1767. He died in } 

a Syed 67 years. She died in 1854, aged 83 

oma Kinnison, soon after his marriage, set- 


David, 
names ar 
Charles, 
David 
ried Susanna Hugh 


Pe orth of Millpoint, where Kenney Hogsett lives. 
They were the parents of two daughters, Esther, who 


became Mrs William McNeel, and Elizabeth; and these 
are the names of the seven sone: Charles, William, 
Lawrence, Mark, David, James, and Jacob. All these 
children went west, except Jacob Kinnison, and we 
have no information as to their families. 

Jacob Kinnison married in 1828 Catherine Clenden- 
nin, a sister of William and John Clendennin, and set- 
tled on the homestead. In reference to their children 
we have this information: Hannah was the first wife 
of the late William Morrison, near Buckeye; William 
married Jane, daughter of Squire John McNeil, and 
lived on Dry Branch. He was a Union soldier. Hez- 
ekiah Bland married Elizabeth Ann Silva, and located 
in Braxton County; Allen married Rebecca Perkins and 
lives on the Greenbrier east of Hillsboro; Nancy is now 

Mrs John D. Rorke, at Marlinton. Sarah Ann hbe- 
came Mrs Isaac Hill on Hill’s Creek; John Bland died in 
aly youth; David Dyerly, a Confederate soldier, died 
during ihe war. Mrs Catherine Kinnison died in 1864. 
ih iminn asa wll known tizn, and served 
ect in stable of his ‘district. He seemed 

politics and would sometimes decline 
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voting, and claimed to be a conservative, 
Nathaniel Kinnison, of Charles the 


; ; ts pioneer, came in 
from Ohio on a visit 


» and died near Green Bank. 
Amos Kinnison, of Charles the pioneer, married 
Nancy Casebolt, on the Greenbrier, and settled on 
part of the homestead now in the possession of John 
B. Kinnison, two miles west of Hillsboro. Their chila- 
ren were David, Martha, and John Barlow 
David married and settled near Charleston. 
Martha became the wife of Zechariah 
and settled in Nicholas County. 
her son, a Confederate soldier, had 


Armentrout, 
John Armentrout, 


hishead torn off by 
a solid cannon shot at the battle of King’s Saltworks., 


John Barlow Kinnison married Deida Gillespie Mor- 
rison, and settled on the homestead. He farmed and 
operated a flourishing blacksmith shop. He was an 
expert at the anvil, and by patient industry and econo- 
my he acquired a fine estate, now occupied by his 
children. 

In reference to his family, we learn that his only 
daughter Caroline died aged four years. 

James Claiborne first married Rachel Kellison; see- 
ond marriage was with Martha Cutlip, and he now lives 
on Hills Creek, 

Thomas Franklin married Julia Hanna, of Green- 
brier County, and lives at the homestead. 

John Wesley married Alice Hill, and lives on prop- 
erty recently held by the late Thomas Hill. 

George Allen Kinnison married Serena Brock and 
lives on Hills Creek. 


Doctor Morgan Kinnison married Cora, daughter of 


HISTORY OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY 153 
Jeane Hill, and lives on Hills Creek. 

John B. Kinnison’s father, Amog Kinnison, died 
Mareh 10, 1860, aged 82 years, 2 months, 7 days; his 
mother, Nancy, died March 18, 1870, aged 84 years, 
10 months, 6 days; his wife, Deida, died July 90, 
1890, aged 60 years, 2 months, 23 days. 


Jacob Kinnison, the fellow pioneer, with his brother 
Charles, located on lands just east of Hillsboro, lately 
occupied by his sons, Nathaniel and William Kinni- 
son. There was one daughter Elizabeth, who was 
never married. Nathaniel Kinnison was never mar- 
ried also, and brother and sister kept house for a great 
many years. The neatness and generous hospitality 
that characterized this home made it pleasant for the 
itinerant ministers for along while. Nathaniel died 
February 13, 1859, at a very advanced age, having 
lived a consistent christian life. 

William Kinnison married Nancy Oldham of Locust, 
and settled on the homestead. There were two daugh- 
ters and four sons. Sarah became Mrs William Old- 
ham, Elizabeth Mrs James Burnsides, first wife. 

The sons were Davis, John, Nathaniel, and William. 
The three sons first named were Confederate soldiers. 

Davis Kinnison ranked among the first class of our 
county citizenship. He was for many years a magis- 
trate in his district. He received a liberal education 
at the Hillsboro Academy, mainly under the tuition of 
Rev Danlap. Mr Dunlap regarded him as one of the 
+nost exemplary young persons he had ever instructed. 
Squire Davis Kinnisou died in 18938, about 62 years 








154 HISTORY OF PocATONTAS COUNTY 


of age. 

Charles and Jacob Kinnison, the pioneer brothers, 
were skillful workers in wood with the broad axe and 
whip saw. Some of the first carpenter work ever done 
in this county was by them and Richard Hil], 

Charles Kinnison hewed the logs for Jobn MeNeel, 
pioneer. The building yet stands. He also prepared 
the logs for the house how dwelt in by Claiborne Me- 
Neil, near Buckeye. Hig services were greatly valued 
in planning and constructing forts, 


Thus with assistance of J. B. Kinnison and Allan 
Kinnison, something has been attempted to embalm 
the memories of these good men and their worthy de- 





ARCHIBALD CLENDENNIN, 
The Clendennin name has been familiar as a house- 
hold word to our people for more than a hundred years, 
They are the descendants of Archibald Clendennin, 


homestead, 
Charles Clendennin was slain by the Indians in 1763 
and was survived by two sous, George and Charles, 
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| to George Clendennin we have nothing 
-, Charles Clendennin was one of the pio- 
authentic nawha County, and the city of Charleston 
e e i him. William Clendennin, a son otf 
e — married Sallie Cochran, daughter of John 
an, and settled on the Burgess place, near 
Hillsboro, now occupied by John Payne. This oceur- 
red about 1780. Their sons were William and John; 
their daughter Catherine became Mrs Jacob Kennison. 
John Cochran was the person who brought in the 
slain bodies of the Bridger Brothers. His mother was 
a Miss Hogshead, of Augusta County, very pious per- 
son, and her granddaughter Sallie was a very rigid 
christian person and trained her children in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord. Shé was called a Jewess 
both ‘‘outward and inwardly,’” ax she insisted upon her 
sons learning some trade. To gratify her conscientious 
wishes, her son William Clendennin was apprenticed 
to Bayliss G. Rapp, at Frankford, for seven years, 
seven months, and seven days. Upon his marriage 
with Jane Cochran, he settled at the Casebolt mill and 
finally located on the Seybert Place at the mouth of 
Stamping Creek. Their children were Mary Ann who 
became Mrs Buckhannon, and settled in Upshur. 
John Clendennin married Rebeeca Byrd, and lived 
at Byrd’s Mill in upper Greenbrier. 
James Clendennin died in youth. 
Sally Clendennin cared for her parents, prospered, 
and, bought the place where she now lives. 
John Clendennin, of William the pioneer, learned 
his trade in a voluntary apprenticeship with Ralph 


In regare 
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ee his mother wished. It is told of John 
ee ere child he attended a preaching service 
that ebb a ee on Locust Creek, conducted by 
itl pete When the minister inquired whether 
eo eahlvanterene tosBe baptized, John, in the absence 

a as mother, came forward and presented himself and 

was baptized, and named himself eS McElhenney, 

Upon his marriage with Catherine Seybert, he set. 
tled at Beard’s Mill on Locust Creek, and after many 
years moved to Highland County. They were the pa- 
rents of six sons: 

William died at the age of eight years and lies in an 
unknown grave in the McNeel cemetery. 

Jacob F. lives in Highland. His first marriage was 
with Elizabeth Bird, and has two sons, The second 
marriage was with Mary Bird. 

George G. married Louella MecNeel, and lives on a 
part of the old Seybert homestead. 

Adam S. was a Confederate soldier from the first of 
the war, and died in the battle before Petersburg, 
April, 1865. 

Charles R. married Mary Ann Tomlinson, and _ set- 
tled in Highland County. His sons John and Samuel 
went west. 

Stewart died at the age of fourteen years, 

In reference to these six sons of John Clendennin it 
may be noticed that George, Adam, and Charles learn- 

ed the blacksmith trade, and Jacob tailoring. 

Thus we have been able to 
items illustrating the C] 
as identified with our 


give a few interesting 
endennin family history as far 
Pocahontas citizenship. The most 


wistoRY OF POCAHONTAS QOUNTY 157 


.. information was furnished by George G. Clen- 

of this wi Mill Point, in a recent interview, 
oe ceriting the preceding it has come to mind that 
Sedessons, on Hills Creek, are descendants of 
Archibald Clendennin by the third or fourth remove. 
Rev W. 5. Anderson, Principal of the Alleghany Col- 
Jegiate Institute; Rev C. M. Anderson, are arene them. 

‘This sketch will be closed by a historic reminiscence 
that has been widely published, and is perhaps already 


the 


familiar to many. 
A party of sixty or more Indians, led by Cornstalk, 


appeared very suddenly in west Greenbrier, in 1763, 
and came to the Clendennin home, where they found 
perhaps seventy-five persons, men, women, and ehild- 
ren, to spend the day in social enjoyment and help 
their neighbor Clendennin feast on three fat elk he had 
just brought in. Though not invited or expected, the 
Indjans upon their arrival were kindly received and 
bountifully feasted as welcome guests. While all this 
good chéer was going on, the people never dreaming 
of danger, as peace had been prevailing for the past 
two or three seasons, and the Indians had been coming 
and going in a most friendly manner, an aged person 
atilicted with a chronic sore, consulted with one of the 
older Indians and inquired if he knew of anything that 
would cure it. Ina bland and assuring manner he 
told her that he thought he knew of the very thing that 
would cure her. Then drawing his tomahawk he kill- 
al her itistantly, and before the people had time to 
think, nearly all the men in the house were killed by 
this single warrior medicine man. 
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Mrs Clendennin fought like a fury; reproached the 
Indians in terms of the severest invective, calling them 
cowards and all the mean names she could think of, 
while the warriors brandished their tomahawks and 
scalping knives over her head, and slapped her face 
with her husband’s bloody scalp, threatening instant 
death if she did not hush up and behave herself. 

The captives were taken at once to Muddy Creek in 
charge of a detachment, while the rest continued the 
raid as far as Kerrs Creek in Rockbridge County. 
Upon their return in a few days, preparations were 
hastily made to retreat to the Ohio. On the day they 
started from the foot of Keeneys Knob, Mrs Clenden- 
nin gave her infant to one of the captives to carry. 
The captives were placed in the centre of the line, with 
warriors for vanguard and rearguard. While crossing 
the mountain she slipped into a thicket of laurel and 
concealed herself in a hollow tree. The child soon be-. 
came very fretful, and this led the Indians to suspect 
that the mother was missing. One of the warriors 
said he would ‘soon bring the cow to her calf.’? He 
caught the child by the feet and beat its brains ‘out 
against a tree, threw it in the path, all marched over 
it, and its intestines were trampled out by the horses. 

After nightfall Mrs Clendennin came out of her hid- 
ing place and returned to her home, ten miles away. 
She found her husband dead in the yard, with one of 
the children in his arms, where he had tried to escape 
over the fence. After covering the dead with rails she 
went into the cornfield near by and waited for day. 
During the night a great fear came upon her, as she 
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ined sho saw aman standing within a few steps 
nee 


aly with her own hands she prepared a place un- 


the poreh for the last resting place of her beloved 
a and then soon after refugeed to Augusta County, 
awe she remained a year or two, She finally return- 
ed to her home in Greenbrier, and was afterwards mar- 
ried to Ballard Smith, the ancestor of the distinguished 
family of that name, so prominent in the annals of the 


Greenbrier citizenship. 


JOHN H. RUCKMAN, 

Among the citizens of ow county in later years from 
the forties to the sixties, that took a lively interest in 
everything that promised to promote the interests of 
edueation, morality, and the prosperity of the county 
generally, John Hartman Ruckman deserves more than 
a brief notice. 

He traced his ancestry to one Samuel Ruckman, a 
native of England, and born in 1643. The Ruckmans 
had lived awhile in north east Wales, bordering Eng- 
Jand, and thence came to Long Island, New York, in 
1682. Thomas Ruckman, son of Samuel Ruckman, 

the Welsh emigrant, was born on Long Island in 1682, 
and his son James Ruckman, another link in the an- 
tral chain, was born in New Jersey in 1716. James 
ckman’s son, David Ruckman, was born in New 
yin 1747. David Ruckman is the progenitor of 
: n relationship in Highland and Pocahontas 
He came to what is now south east High- 
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land County, Virginia, and settled in lower Baek 

Creek Valley, about 1784. The place is now occupied 

by William Price Campbell, whose wife is a dauzhtar 6; 

David Ruckman, a grandson of the pioneer, 

The settler married a New Jersey wife, who seems 

to have been a person of high aspirations, and longed 
for something far better than she could get in New 
Jersey, Marvelous accounts seemed to have been re- 
ported about the beauty, wealth, and happiness of 
Southern homes. That in Virginia people lived in 
houses with earthen floors, discardin g the use of wood, 
She.seemed to have gathered from this that the floors 
were of mosaic work, such as princes have about their 
houses in the old country. Upon reaching the place 
of destination, and finding what carthen floors meant 
on the Virginia frontier, hep disappointment was so 
intense that she wished to return at once; but circum- 
stances were suen that this was impossible, and so the 
situation was accepted, went to work, aud a home was 
reared out of the Virginia forest. Her hame was Su- 
sannah Little. 

David and Susannah Ruckman were the parents of 
four sons and four daughters: Elizabeth, Sophia, Ma- 
ry, and Hannah; Samuel, John, James, and Dayid 
Little. One of these worthy people, David L., died 
on the homestead reared by their own industrious, mu- 
tually helpful efforts, July 11, 1822, and is buried on 
4 gentle eminence that overlooks the scene of the 
toils and cares from which they now so silently rest. 


She survived and came to Pocahontas with her son 
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Hl 
Ruckman, in whose memory this biograph- 
, cially prepared, was the eldest son of 
a) Ruckman, Esq., of Highland County: Samnel 

Samu ‘ust named was the eldest son of the pioneer, 
Ruekman B tk in New Jersey, November 17, 1783. 
and St wife was Nancy Hartman, from beyond 
Be obank. They were married July 18, 1809, and 
settled on Back Creek. There were one son, John H., 
and two daughters, Mary and Nancy, in the first fami- 
ly. Samuel Ruckman's second wife was Margaret 
Slaven, from Pocahontas County, and her children 
were James, Elizabeth, Asa, and David Vanmeter. 

Mary Ruckman married Isaac Gum. She is surviv- 
ed by two sons, Isaac and Aaron Gum. 

Naney Ruckman was married to William Wade, 
went west, and is survived by several children. 

James Ruckman died in youth. 

Elizabeth Ruckman was married to John P. Ervine. 
She is survived by three children, James, Mary, and 
Anna. 

Asa Ruckman married Cornelia Brown, and went 
west. 

David V. Ruckman married Anna Herring, daugh- 
ter of the late Bethuel Herring, of Augusta County. 
Their children were Kate, now Mrs Wise Herold; Lucy 
now Mrs Edward Wade, Anna Laurie, now Mrs Wil- 
liam Price Campbell; Margerie is the wife of Rev 
ot Missouri; Sarah is at home; David Glendye 
4 ann ‘an lives in Augusta; Samuel Ruckman, a youth 
than ordinary promise, died when a student. 
el D. V. Ruckman’s second wife was Miss 


John H 
ie paper 18 SP° 
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Lizzie Eagle, daughter of the late Samuel Eagle, 

John H. Ruckman was born in Highland County, 
(then Bath), November 11, 1810, He married Mary 
Bruffey, November 7, 1833. She was a daughter of 
Patrick Bruffey. He first settled on the old home- 
stead on Back Creek, and then moved to Pocahontas, 
about 1845, to the Bradshaw place near Millpoint. He 
finally located on the Green brier, opposite the Stamp- 
ing Creek junction, where he built a fine residence and 
Spent several years. Mr and Mrs Ruckman were the 
parents of eight children; Caroline, Sydney, Charles, 
Samuel, James A., William Patrick, David Newton, 
and Polly Ann. It is a sad reflection that not one of 
these sprightly sons and daughters is now alive. 

Caroline became Mrs William J. Cackley, near 
Millpoint, and died soon thereafter. Charles Ruek- 
man was a Confederate soldier, became a prisoner of 
war, and was for some time aprisoner at Fort Dela- 
ware, and on his return homeward died at Baltimore 
from the effects, Samuel Ruckman, a younger Con- 
federate soldier, died at Greenbank, Oceasioned by 
fatigue and exposure. James Atlee Ruckman died in 
battle at Port Republic. William Patrick, David New- 
ton, and Polly Ann died in childhood, 

Sydney Ruckman, the eldest of the sons, was a Con- 
federate soldier, and survived the war, He married 
Almira Campbell, daughter of the late William Camp- 
bell, who at the time occupied the home opened up by 
David Ruckman the Pioneer, Jt was the writer’s 
pleasure to officiate upon the occasion, and was made 
the recipient of one of the most liberal fees ever known 
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p that vicinity. After 


osing his life in @ 

e ae Mice to have 
he famous Atchison 
It is reported that all thie was 
fidney’s wishes, and that 
happened, as he felt him- 
for himself. He finally 
Jahoma, and on his way to meet and sbi 
is wife, visiting in Kansas, he died under a 
and sad circumstances, September, 1896, at the 
a of suspected parties who were pursued and 
a with in a very summary manner. He is surviv- 

Charles and William. 


d by his wife and two sons, a 
: oa H. Ruckman’s second wife was Mary W ood- 


dell, near Greenbank. In 1863 he sold out his pos- 
geasions in Pocahontas and moved to Georgia, where 
he died a few years since. Mrs Ruckman married 
again, ard is now Mrs Wilson. 

The writer cherishes the memory of this man with 
feelings of special interest. He owes something in 
the way of mental stimulus to his influence. 

“William, do you know that if you were to try you 
might become something of aman in time? My ad- 
vice is, set your aim high, and see what it may all 
come to you yet.”’ 

“Well, Mr Ruckman, you talk differently from 
what I generally hear about myself. A person who 
knows me much better than you do told me that I was 
about the biggest fool in all this country, and some- 

times I feel as if it might be so.” 


pisToe 


ice i 
or such & service 


beer ig at Monterey. 
jrect opposition to 
sorry it ever 
able to look out 


home b 
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Some little time after this interview, was at hig 
house for dinner, and when we took our places he in- 
vited me to invoke the blessing, and so at his table my 

first effort of the kind was ever made, 

For some years we were confidential friends, but 
finally our paths drifted far apart and we gaw and 
knew but little of each other face to face, but in mem- 
ory he was often present to my mind, and he ig how, 
as I pencil these memorial paragraphs, seemingly near 
enough to grasp his hand and greet him the time of 
day. He was a scrupulous member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Chureh, an ardent advocate of temperance, 
and intensely devoted to the welfare of his country, 


EDWARD ERVINE. 


Among the citizens of prominence in the organiza- 
tion of the county was Edward Ervine, late of the 
Greenbank District, His residence was at the head of 
Trimble’s Run. This homestead is now occupied by 
his son Preston, and David Gragg, a son in law. 

Mr Ervine was born April 2, 1790, near Miller’s 
Iron works, Augusta County, and lived there until 
manhood. He married Mary Curry, who was born 
June 20, 1794, Upon leaving Augusta County soon 
after his marriage, he settled on Back Creek, near the 
Brick House at the mouth of the Long Dratt, They 
were the parents of ten children, seven sons and three 


daughters, The daughters were Mary Ann, now Mrs 
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Tracy; Margaret June, born 1827, now Mw 


GoorKe Ue er et 
Frances Klzedie, born 1829, became 


Charles Philipsy : 
Mra Jacob Tomlinson, late of Kansas, 

In reference to the sons of this pioneer Kdward By. 
vine, we have the following particulars, furnished by 
his son, Preston Ervine : , 

Benjamin Franklin Ervine born 1816, married Mary 
daughter of Robert Kerr, who were the parents of 
these children: Eliza, now Mrs James Hughes; Bd- 
ward Newton, on Buffalo Mountain homestead; May. 
oF recently deceased, who was for the most. of her 
useful life an inmate of Hon. 8. B. Hanna's family, 


on Decr Oreek, She will be long remembered for hey 


very interesting character, 
B. F. Ervine entered the Confederate service, was 


captured on the Upper tract in 1861, and died a pris- 


oner of war soon after, 
James Addison Ervine, born 1818, married Bliza- 


beth, daughter of Patrick Bruffey, and lived on the 
Nottingham place, and were the parents of six daugh- 
ters and three sons. The sons were William, Calvin, 
and James Patrick, The daughtéra were Mrs Stephen 
Lockridge, late of Highland County, Mary, Harriet, 
Elizabeth, Caroline, and Rose. Soon after the war J, 
A, Ervine moved to Missouri and located near St. Louis 

William Frye Ervine (born 1824) first married Eliz- 
abeth Kerr and settled on property now owned by Ma- 
rion Ray. Mrs Brown Arbogast ‘is their daughter. 

Second marriage was with Mary Jane Burner. The 
children of this marriage were John Preston and Amy, 
now Mrs Joe Riley. 
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Third marriage was with Mrs Elizabeth Jane Taylor, 
widow of William Taylor, daughter of the late Fredey. 
ick Burr, near Huntersville. The children of this mar- 
riage are Mrs Mary Burns, of Bath County, and Me- 
Neer Ervine, on the Burr homestead on Browns Mt, 
Robert Hook Ervine (born 1831) married Mrs Isane 
Hartman (nee Matheay) and settled near Pine Grove, 
Their one child, Bertha, died at the age of Seven years, 
Edward Augustus Ervine (1883) married Mary Ann 
daughter of Henry Beverage, and moved to Centre- 
ville, Upshur County, where he now lives, They are 
the parents of foup daughters and two sons, Vernon, 
George, Amanda, Laura Ann, Nancy Jane, and Sarah, 


Preston Cunningham Ervine (1836) married Marga- 
ret Rebecca Beverage, and settled on a section of the 
parental homestead, His family consists of four sons 
and eight daughters; Mrs Susan Varner, of Georgias 
Mrs Alice Arbogast, Mrg Emma Kellar, Mrs Nannie 
Rader, Mrs Clara Arbogast, David Lee married Vir- 
gie Sutton, daughter of Samuel Sutton, and lives at 
the homestead; Cora Ella, now Mrs Jesse Orndorf; 
Houston died tn 1897 in his 90th year. Lola Grace 
and Sadie Florence at their homes, 


Charles Washington Ervine (1838) married Serena, 
daughter of Solomon Varner, and settled jin Upshur 
County, near Centreville, where he died in 1896, 
Their children Were Baxter, Flop 
Mrg MeWhortey in Buckhannon; 
Mrs John Gawthrop, hear G 
Upshur, Brady in the far 


ence Rebecea, now 
Bryson, Ida, now 
entreville; Walker lives in 
West, and Gertrude, 





HISTORY OF POCAHONTAS Country 167 


The foregoing are some of the particulars that illug- 
trate the family history of Edward Ervine, a citizen of 
marked prominence in his day in county affairs, He 
became a citizen of this region some time before the 
organization of the county, and was one of the firat 
members of the County Court. Upon his removal 
from Back Creek he settled on lands bought of Bona- 
parte Trimble, who lived in Augusta County, not far 
from Buffalo Gap. The improvements at the time of 
his purchase consisted of a primittve cabin, an acre or 
so of cleared land, and, as the reader has just been in- 
formed, reared a large family. 

He held the office of magistrate for almost his life- 
time, celebrated numerous marriages, presided at a 
great many trials, and issued more warrants than ean 
be readily enumerated. His disposition was jovial, 
and his humor seemed inspiring, and wherever he went 
he seemed to diffuse good humor and cheerfulness. 
For a long while he was a member of Liberty Church, 
and was a model specimen of the plain, straight- 
forward, Scotch-Irish Virginian. It appears from the 
Curry records in Augusta that Mr Ervine was a lineal 
descendant of one of the three Curry brothers who 
came to the Valley of Virginia with the earliest emi- 
grants. 

In the leadings of an all wise providence, Edward 
Ervine’s lot fell to him in a sparsely populated country 
The type of religion he inherited in Scotland and the 
horth of Ireland tended to blend in personal character 
indomitable industry, wise provision, and satisfying 
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comfort, and the ideal of his endeavors was to have g 
home of his own amid tields and meadows. Of such 
homes an eloquent writer says: ‘The homes of our 
land are its hayens of peace, its sanctuaries of strength 
and happiness. Hence come those principles of probi- 
ity and integrity that are the safeguards of our nation,” 


ANDREW EDMISTON. 


Andrew Edmiston, Esq., of Scotch-Irish ancestry, 
late of the lower Levels, is the subject of this 
biographie memoir. The immediate ancestry of the 
Edmiston relationship is traceable to Matthew Edmis- 
ton, who came to Augusta County, Va., from Chester 
County, Pa., among the earliest settlers of Augusta 
County, about 1740, or very soon thereafter. 

dames Edmiston, a son of Matthew the ancestor, 
was one of six children and was born in Augusta 
County, October 7, 1746, and died October t) TSat 
James Edmiston’s wife was Jane Smith. from Treland, 
who was born October 17th, 1746, and died May 
20th, 1837, aged 91 years. Andrew Edmiston, son of 
James, was born July 22d, 1777. 

Soon after his marriage with Mary (Polly) Gilliland, 
January 8th, 1807, Mr Edmiston settled near Loeust, 
on lands now owned by George Callison. In refer- 
ence to Mrs Polly Edmiston, let it be noticed here that 
she was a daughter of the first Mrs James Gilliland,— 
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pydia Armstrong, born October 17th, 1756, and de 

evased July 23d, 1817. Mrs Polly Edmiston was born 

July 4th, 1790, and was a bride at 17 years of age, 

Her death occurred January 9, 1877, Surviving her 

husband thirteen years. James Gilliland, hep father 

was born in Augusta County, March 16th, 1749, ena 

died February 14th, 1844, near Falling Spring, Green- 

brier County, aged 95 years. He married for his gec- 

ond wife Mrs Jane Smith Edmiston, the widowed 
mother of Andrew Edmiston, in February, 1819. By 
this marriage Mr Gilliland became Andrew Edmiston’s 
step-father, as well as father-in-law, a relationship 80 
unique as to challenge a parallel in the history of Po- 
cahontas marriage relationships, 

This James Gilliland’s father was named Nathan 
Gilliland, about whom we have no particulars. By 
the first marriage there were six sons, Robert, James, 
Nathan, William, Samuel, and George; and six daugh- 
ters, Jane, Sarah, Elizabeth, N ancy, Lydia, and Mary 
(Polly), the last named the wife of Andrew Edmiston. 

What lends interest to what has just been said about 
James Gilliland’s first family is the fact that there are 
cogent reasons for believing that Hon, Mark Hanna, 
of Ohio, is a descendant of one of the above named 
sisters. 

It is also interesting to mention that Andrew Edmis- 
ton was a lineal descendant of Sir David Edmiston, 
cup-bearer to James 1st of Scotland; also of Sir James 
Edmiston, standard bearer of the royal colors in the 
battle of Sheriffmuir, (1715). In the Revolutionary war 
Mr Edmiston’s ancestors were distinguished, and nota 
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bly at the battle of King’s Mountain. Several of his 
grandsons were good Confederate soldiers in the late 


war between the States. 


Mr and Mrs Edmiston were the parents of five sons 
and five daughters: Lydia, Elizabeth, Jane, Martha, 
Mary, James, George, Matthew, Andrew Jackson, and 
William. 

Lydia Edmiston was married to Richard McNeel, 
grandsop of John McNeel the original settler of the 
Levels, and lived near Millpoint. 

Elizabeth Edmiston became Mrs James Gilliland, 
of James, Senior, and settled in Davies County, Mo. 
Jamesport, a town of 1200 population, was located on 
his farm, and hence was called Jamesport. 

Jane Edmiston became Mrs Abrain Jordan, men- 
tioned elsewhere as having gone west. So far as 
known to the writer, she is now living in Kansas with 
her daughter, Mrs William Renick. 

Martha Edmiston married Franklin J ordan, and set- 
tled in Missouri, where she died leaving ino surviving 
children. 

Mary Edmiston was an invalid all her life and never 
married. She went with her brother George Edmiston 
to Missouri. 

Matthew Edmiston married Minerva Bland, in Wes- 
tou, and settled there. His name appears in the his- 
tory of our State as one of the most distinguished of 
our native born public characters. In Lewis’ History 
and Government of West Virginia, mention is made 
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of this distinguished man as follows: 
‘ 


«Judge Edmiston was born September 9, 1814, at 
Little Levels, Pocahontas County, where after receiy- 
ing a common school education, he was admitted to 
the bar in 18385. Four years after he removed to Lewis 

Jounty, which later he represented in both branches of 
the General Assembly of Virginia. In 1852 he was 
chosen @ judge of the circuit court, in which position 
he continued until 1860. He was elected to a seat in 
the Constitutional Convention of 1872, but because of 
i] health did not qualify. He was appointed a judge 
of the Supreme Court of Appeals in 1886, but one year 
pefore his death. Judge Edmiston died June 29th, 
1887, at his home in Weston, Lewis County.”’ 


Judge Matthew Edmiston reared a large family. Of 
his five sons, four became physicians and one a lawyer. 
Each distinguished himself with marked eredit in both 
private and professional life. One by one they ful- 
filled the destiny of their career and answered the tinal 
summons of life, until to-day but one survives. He 
possesses the distinction of having been named for the 
subject of this sketch. Hon. Andrew Edmiston re- 
sides at Weston, Lewis County. Of him well may it 
be said, ‘‘His has been a life of great influence and 
usefulness.’’ Possessing in a marked degree those 
sturdy elements and attributes of manhood which have 
always characterized the Edmiston family, he has 
brought added lustre to the name. Fleeting to follow 
in the footsteps of his eminent father, he has graced 
and dignified the high calling of the law. Prominent 
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; . 
in politics aud state-craft, he has steadily advanced in 
in po teem of the public until he has erected for hice 
4 pierautekat of honor and influence that wil] testify 
= all future time to his worth and greatness, Whether 
in 


engaged in the discharge of the duties inoident: to po- 
litical office or in the less prominent walks of life, he 
has always served his coustituency alike with the ‘same 
upfaltering fidelity. The name of Andrew Edmiston, 
of Weston, is conspicuously identified with as political 
history of West Virginia. To few men is given such 
wide power and influence, 


James Edmiston married Mary Hill, daughter of 
Thomas Hill. He lived a number of years near Mill- 
point, on the farm now held by OC. Edgar Beard. Mr 
Edmiston was a member of the Pocahontas Court, and 
for years was prominent in county affairs.. Late in 
life he went west. Mrs Minerva Beard, of Lewisburg, 
is his daughter. 

George Edmiston married Mrs Nancy Callison, relict 
of Isaac Callison, and a daughter of John Jordan, and 
lived many years at the homestead. He was a busy, 
enterprising man, and was engaged in many business 
enterprises with the late Colonel Paul McNeel. He 
finally moved to Missouri, where his family resides, 


wife of Jackson Jones, of Nicholas County. 
William Edmiston, the youngest of Andrew Edmis- 


eee 
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+g sons, spent some time with J 4 : 

yin: where he attended school, Farts ms: 
oral terms to Rev Dunlap, principal of the p bi: 
Academy at Hillsboro. When he attained hig majori 

ty he started to Missouri with Anthony ©, Sodus 
While on a steamer in Missouri waters he was seized 
with cholera and died on the boat. The towns ore 
quarantined in a very rigid manner, and all landin 
was prohibited. Hence the crew were compelled “ 
vary their passenger at a lonely, uninhabited spot, not 
very remote from St. Charles, Mo. His friend Jordan 
went ashore to assist in the burial, but would not re 
turn to the boat, and finished his journey to Davies 
County on foct, after successfully eluding the quaran- 
tine guards by keeping away from the public routes of 


travel. 


ocahontas 


In his youth and early manhood Andrew Edmiston 
seems to have had a consuming passion for athletic ex- 
ercises, boxing, wrestling, and feats of muscular en- 
durance. There was living at the time one Thomas 
Johnson, near the head of Stony Creek, who claimed 
to be the champion hard hitter of all that region. He 
heard of young Edmiston’s exploits as an athlete, and 
these exploits created some doubt as to which was the 
‘‘best man’’; and to settle the question the ambitious 
Stony Creek champion sent a challenge to the cham- 
pion of the lower Levels, that if he would meet him he 
would find out that though he might be the best the 
Levels could show, that he would soon find himself no- 
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vhere on Stony Oreek if he just dared to show himsel¢ 
wher . This fired young Edmiston, and made him 
Sar the furnace we read off in Daniel. He may 
have sought rest but he did not find any that night, 
and so he set out by the light of the morning stars for 


West Union. 
He walked from his home near Locust to John 


Snith’s, head of Stony Creek—fifteen or more miles— 
before breakfast to dispute the question of ‘‘best man’? 
with Tom Johnson on his own Stony Creek ground. 
Without stopping for rest or breakfart he sailed into 
Johnson, tooth, fist, and toenail. In the first round 
Jobnson landed a terrific blow on Edmiston’s shoulder 
that dislocated Edmiston’s arm, and yet he continued 
the contest until he saw his opportunity, aud overpow- 
ered Johnson until he called out enough. 

John Smith then took charge of the victor, the now 
best man of Stony Creek and the Levels, and gave 
him his breakfast, and by noon he was back at Locust. 
He felt the effects of that dislocation all of his subse- 
quent life, Slight exertion would ever after make his 
injured arm fly out of place at the shoulder. 

In his later years he professed a change of heart and 
became a member of the M. E. Church. His sincerity 
was respected by all who knew him best, and regarded 
genuine. Mr Edmiston died April 15th, 1864, aged 
87 years. When the dying day came, when he was to 
pass over to the bright forever, it was found that he 
had nothing to do but to die. God had not cast him 
off in the time of old age, nor forsaken him when his 
strength failed. At evening time it was light with 
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this venerable man, and he could realize the power f 
s Oo 


words like these: “T will go in the Strength of 
| God; I will make mention of thy AS 


r righteousness 
hine only. ‘ 


Lor¢ 
even of t 


JEREMIAH FRIEL. 


The Friel relationship trace their ancestry to one 
Daniel O’Friel, a native of Ireland, who probably 
came to Augusta county withthe Lewises, 1740, We 
settled on Middle River, between Churchville and 
Staunton. His children were James, William, Jere- 
miab, and Anna, James O’Friel went to Maryland, 
Eastern Shore. William settled in Highland County. 
Anna became a Mrs Orawford and lived in Augusta, 

Daniel O’Friel seeins to have been a person of con- 
siderable means. He sold his property for Continental 
money, with a view of settling in Kentucky. The 
money being repudiated, he was unable to carry out 
his plans. Upon Jacob Warwick’s invitation, Jere- 
miah O’Friel came to Clover Lick. Mr Warwick gave 
him land on Carrich Ridge. This land was exchanged 
with Sampson Matthews, Senior, for lands on Green- 
brier, now oceupied in part by his descendants. 

Jeremiah Friel’s wife was Anna Brown, daughter of 
Joseph Brown, who was living at the time on Green- 
brier River. Their first home was on Carrich Ridge, 
then afterwards they lived on the river. Their child- 
ven were Joseph, Daniel, Josiah, John, Jatherine, 
Hannah, Ellen, Mary, and Jennie. 


176 HISTORY OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY 


Joseph Friel married Jane McCollam, and lived on 
the home place. He served on the first Pocahontas 
grand jury. His children were Jeremiah, William, 
George Washington, a Confederate soldier, 31st Vir- 
ginia Regiment, and died at Stribling Springs in 1862; 
Hannah, and Mary Ann, now Mrs Joseph Dilley. 

Daniel Friel married Anna Casebolt, daughter of 
Henry Casebolt, on the Greenbrier near Stamping 
Creek, and settled on a section of the homestead. Of 
their children, Andrew Harvey married Anna Johnson, 
went first to Iowa, thence to Tennessee. where he died 
in 1871. Barbara became Mrs Lindsay Sharp; Sabina 
Martha became Mrs Stephen Barnett. Montgomery 
Allen was a Confederate soldier attached to the 31st 
Virginia Infantry. He married Rachel Christine, 
daughter of Rev James E. Moore, and lived near 
Huntersville. 

Josiah Friel married Mary Sharp and lived on part 
of the John Sharp homestead. Their children were 
Ann; Sally, Mrs James E. Johnson; Mrs Nancy 
Grimes, near Millpoint; Ellen, Mrs George Slaven; 
John, and Israel, who lives on Droop Mountain. 

John Friel married Jennie Brown, danghter of Josiah 
Brown, and settled on a section of the Brown home- 
stead near Indian Draft, In reference to their child- 
ren the following particulars are in hand: James Twy- 
man lives on the Dry Branch of Elk. He was a Con- 
federate prisoner for three years. Josiah Franklin, 
Confederate soldier-—31st Virginia—died in battle at 
Port Republic. William Thomas, Confederate soldier 
—18th Virginia Cavalry—survived the war, and was 


WISTORY OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY 177 

qrowned in Valley River, near Elkwater, in 1879, 

Mary Jane became Mrs James Gibson, on Elk, and 
died recently. Mary Frances was the first wife of 
sheldon Hannah, on Elk. John Friel was a Confed- 
te soldier, though exempt by age from military ser- 
vice, and died in the army on Alleghany Mountain, 
December, 1861, shortly after the battle. 

Catherine was married to James Sharp, on Elk. In 
reference 0 her children these interesting particu- 
Jars are available: Jeremiah Sharp was a Union sol- 
dier and died in the service. John Sharp was a Con- 
federate soldier —62d Regiment—and died in battle at 
Beverly in 1864. Josiah Sharp was a Confederate 
soldier, attached to the Greenbrier Cavalry. He sur- 
yived the war, married a Miss Dotson, and lives near 
Falling Spring. 

Daniel Sharp was a Confederate soldier—62d Regi- 
ment. He was captured on EIk, and was killed at 
Tolley’s (two miles below Mingo) in an effort to rescue 
the prisoners. 

Morris Sharp. Confederate yeteran—62d Regiment 
__was wonnded at Winchester so severely that the sur- 
geons decided on amputating his left arm. He em- 
phatically and persistently refused to submit to the op- 
eration, The wound healed and he now lives, and 
when last heard from he was in charge of Henry 
Clark’s mill on Spring Creek. 

In reference to the pioneer’s daughters, we learn 
that Hannah Friel was married to Jefferson Casebolt, 
and lived near Stamping Creek. Her daughter. Martha 
Casebolt, became Mrs John A. Alderman, and Barba- 
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ra Ann was married to John Donahue, anq lived iy 

the Levels. Jennie became Mrs Tharp and Went west, 

Ellen Friel became Mrs John Dilley; and lived Near 

Edray. Mary Friel became Mrs William Dilley, and 
settled in Huntersville. 

The compiler ip his attempt to illustrate the history 
of Jeremiah Friel’s family has been mainly aided by 
his grandson, the late M. A. Friel, who took special 
pains to collect authentic information. Tt may be jn. 
teresting to say about him that he stands on the old list 
as the first subscriber to ‘‘The Pocahontas Times’’- and 
he claims to have owned and nsed the first kerosene 
lamp in Pocahontas, in 1865. 

Jeremiah Friel was in the expedition to Point Pleas- 
ant, 1774, in the same company with Jacob Warwick. 
He was one of the soldiers detailed under J acob War- 
wick to provide a supply of meut for the contemplated 
advance on the Indian towns in Ohio, in the morning 
of that memorable hattle, and was at work in the 
slaughter pens when the battle was going on. The 
hunters and butchers were rallied by Jacob Warwick 
and crossed over. At this the enemy mysteriously 
ceased firing and began to withdraw aecrogg the Ohio 
River, Supposing that Colonel Christian had arrived 
with reinforcements, The importance of that action 
by Jacob Warwick and his men need not be dwelt 
upon here, 


Jeremiah Friel and his sons were noted reapers. At 
that day there was cooperative harvesting. Squire 
Robert Gay’s wheat wae usually the first to ripen. Be- 
ginning there, all hands from James Bridger’s down, 
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yyontd come halloing and singing, waving their sie 
pager fe seo who wonid out the first sheaf and make the 
ee record. Then from field to field up the river the 
harvesters would peomines until Bridger’s harvest was 
roapeds thence to William and John Sharp’s, and Jac 
alah Brown's, and sometimes to Robert Moore's, at 
Eilray. Then the sickle club would disband with great 
hilarity for their respective homes. 


kles, 


Late one evening at Friel’s the harvesters quit with- 
out shocking up all that had been reaped and bound, 
Jeremiah Friel observed: ‘*Boys, it is so late and you 
are so tired I believe we will let these sheaves rest till 
morning.’ But after supper he noticed it lightning 
ominously in the west and north. He roused up all 
hands out of their beds, provided pine torches, and 
away all went in torehlight procession to the field and 
tinished up the shocking just before midnight. This 
harvest scene must have been strangely picturesque. 
Before day it was raining torrents attended with terrific 
thunder and lightning. 

He was a jovial companion for his sons and encour- 
aged them from infancy in the favorite pastimes of the 
period, running foot races, wrestling and boxing. A 
favorite amusement when raining and the boys had to 
stay in doors, was a mode of swinging called ‘weigh- 
ing bacon.’’ A loop was fixed at one end of a rope 
or trace chain, the other end was thrown over 2 beam 
or joist, The feet were placed in the loop, and then 
seizing the other end with the hands they would swing. 


It requires practice and nice balancing to swing, al- 
though it looks very easy to one that has never tried it. 
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We would not advise any one to try it without provid. 
ing a big pile of atraw men oe 

When the Virginia troops were on the march to 

Yorktown, Daniel O’Friel’s team was proses and Jer. 
emiah was detailed to take charge of it. This wag 
about the most of the service he was called on to yen. 
der during the Revolutionary war. 

Several years before his death he was riding through 
the woods one dark night. The horse passed under a 
tree with wide spreading limbs, and Mr Friel was so 
severely injured in his spine that he was virtually help- 
less the remainder of his life, He died in 1819, sin- 
cerely lamented by his relatives, neighbors and friends, 


PETER LIGHTNER. 

Forty or fifty years ago, one of the most generally 
known citizens of our county was Peter Lightner, on 
Knapps Creek. He was tall in person, active in his 
movements, always in a good humor, and one of. the 
most expert horsémen of his times, and perhaps realized 
as much ready change swapping horses as any other of 
his citizen contemporaries. He could come so near 
making a new and young horse of an old dilapidated 
framework of an animal ag was possible for anyone to do 
who has ever made a business of dealing in horse-flesh. 

Near the close of the last century, he settled on 
Knapps Creek, on land purchased from James Poage, 
who emigrated to Kentucky. Mr Poage had built a 


mill which Mr Lightner im 


proved upon, and for years 
accommodated a wide 


circle of customers, who had 


tii 
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gotten tired of hominy and hominy meal pounded in 4 
soblet-shaped block. The pestle by which the tritura- 
i was done was usually a piece of wood like a hand- 
spike, with an iyon wedge inserted jn one end, and 
fastened by an iron band to keep it from splitting, 
This mill was a precious and valuable convenience, 
and brought comfort to many homes, and some of the 
most toothsome bread ever eaten jin our county was 
made of meal from Lightner’s mill, Some families 
had hand-mills, but they were about ag hard to operate 
as the hominy block, or mortar with the iron-bound 
pestle. 

It is believed Mr Lightner came from the neighbor- 
hood of Crab Bottom, near the headwaters of the South 
Branch of the Potomac. His wife was Alcinda Harper, 
asister of Henry Harper, the ancestor of the Harper 
connexion in our county. She, therefore, brought that 
pretty name to Pocahontas, and there have been many 
Aleindas in her worthy descendants and relatives, 

The property ewned by Peter Lightner is now in 
possession of Hugh Dever and the family of the late 
Francis Dever, Esq., a few miles from Frost. 

Mr Lightner’s family consisted of one son and four 
daughters, 

Jacob Lightner, their only son, married Miss Eliza- 
Moore, who was reared on the farm now oceupied by 
Andrew Herold, Esq., near Frost. Her father was 
John Moore, a son of Moses Moore, the noted pioneer, 
ind her mother way a McClung, of the Greenbrier 
branch of that noted connexion. Jacob Lightner’s 
children wore Peter Lightner, who died at home; John 
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M. Lightner, once a member of the Huntersville bar, 
and moved to Abilene, Texas, where he died a few 
years since; Samuel M. Lightner was a student of 
Union Theological Seminary, and had about completed 
his studies for the Presbyterian ministry when he 
entered the army. He married Miss Sally Mildred 
Poage, in Rockbridge County, and died a few months 
after his marriage, at Batesv ille, Vi irginia, and was 
buried at Falling Spring Church near the Natural 
Bridge. His widow married Rev Edward Lane, D.D., 
a distinguished missionary to Brazil, where he died 
much lamented. For some time Mrs Lane has resided 
in Staunton, Virginia, to be near her daughters who 
were pupils of Miss Baldwin’s Seminary. 

Aleinda, one of Jacob Lightner’s daughters, was a 
noted beauty, and very popular. She became the wife 
of the late James B. Campbell, of Highland County, 
Virginia. 

Mary, another daughter, married Rev John W. 
Hedges, of Berkley County, a widely known Methodist 
ninister of the Baltimore Conference. 

Alice, the youngest daughter never married. 

The eldest daughter of Peter and Aleinda Lightner, 
was named Elizabeth. She was married to Joseph 
Sharp at Frost. Mr and Mrs Sharp were the parents 
of Abraham and Peter Sharp at Frost, and Henry Sharp 
at Douthards Creek. Polly Sharp married John Han- 
nah; on Etk, and was the mother of the late Bryson 
Hannah, of Frost, and Mrs George Gibson, near 
Marlinton. 


Phebe Sharp first married the late Henry Harper, Jr., 


— sz PES EY, 
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died of an accidental wound inflicted while fixing 
ee latch near Sunset schoolhouse. She atbevnee 
a Pod Mr Abe Rankin, Susan Sharp became ie 
es of the late Willian Burr, on Brown’s Mountain, 
nea! Huntersvillee Mr Burr died suddenly in F, J, 
Snyder's _ ge whither he had gone to look after 
some business affairs. 
Rachel Sharp lives near Frost on the old home place. 


Susan Lightner, another daughter of our worthy 
jioneer, Peter Lightner, was married to George Gay, 
a brother of the late John Gay, Esq., near Marlinton. 
For many years Mr and Mrs Gay lived on the farm 
now in the possession of F. A. Renick, Esq., near 
Hillsboro, until their removal to the State of Lowa. 

Polly Lightner and the late Sheldon Clark, Esq., were 
married and settled in the Little Levels, where their 
son, Sherman; now lives. Mr Clark came from the 
state of Connecticut, and made an immense fortune by 

merchandising and farming. He was a highly esteem- 
ed citizen, and by strict attention to his own business 
he prospered much. Mr Clark is survived by four 
sons: Sherman, Henry, Alvin, and Preston. 

Sherman H. Clark, the eldest, married Mary Frances 
daughter of the late Joel Hill, and lives on the old 
Clark homestead. 

Alvin Clark married Mary Agues, daughter of the 
late Josiah Beard, and resides east of Hillsboro. 

Henry Clark lives near the head of Spring Creek. 

Preston Clark married Josephine Levisay, near 
Frankford, and lives on the George Poage property, 
West of Hillsboro, 
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There was another worthy brother, Peter Clark, 
whose wife was Martha Blair. He died several yearg 
since on a farm south of Hillsboro. 

The history of Sheldon Clark illustrates the Poca- 
hontas possibilities in reach of those who are moral in 
habits, diligent in business, honest and strictly upright 
in their business relations. The advancement of such 
may be slow, but it will be sure and enduring, and the 

results bring comfort and influence to those who inherit 
them, a rich heritage to childien’s children. 

Phebe Ann Lightner was married to John Cleek, on 
Knapps Creek, on the place now oceupied by the 
homes of their sons, Peter L. and the late William H. 
Cleek, and their daughter, Mrs B. F. Fleshman. 

The annals just recorded of these persons may be 
brief and simple, but yet how very suggestive as one 
reflects upon them. From these biographical notes 
material may be gathered illustrating pioneer sufferings 
and privations, thrilling romance, tragic incidents in 
peace and war. 


JOHN BARLOW, 


Among the worthy pioneers of our county, the ven- 
erable John Barlow, ancestor of the Barlow comnexion, 
is very deserving of remembrance, He was the only 
son of Alexander Barlow, of Bath County, who was a 
French emigrant, and had married an English emi- 
grant, whose name wag Barbara. He was living in 
Bath when the Revolutionary war came on. Entering 
the service of the colonies he fell in battle, according 
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to anthentic¢ tradition. 
This soldier’s widow married Henry Casebolt and 


lived at the Auldridge Place on the mountain over- 
jcoking Buckeye. 

Our pioneer friend was born November 26, 1781, 
and when he reached manhood, he found employment 
very readily for he was honest and industrious. There 
will always be a place for such as long as there remains 

work to be doue. Alexander Waddell, who lived on 
the Moore place near Marvin, had him employed. 
Young Barlow and one of the daughters became at- 
tached, and were married in 1806. The engagement 
occurred while Martha Waddell and Yong Barlow were 
getting in a supply of firewood. She drove the sled 
while he chopped and loaded. It is not often that 
wood is chopped and hauled under such pleasingly ro- 
mantic circumstances. At the time of their marriage 
the groom was 25,and the bride 16. 

John and Martha Barlow began home keeping at the 
“Briar Patch,’’ on Buckley Mountain, now known as 
the Pyles property. A point that commands a very 
extensive view. Afterwards Mr Barlow bought a piece 
of land from Thomas Brock, on Redlick mountain. 
Here he built up a home, reared his family, and speut 
the greater part of his married life. This property is 
now owned by his son, Henry Barlow. 

They were the parents of ten sons and five danghi- 
ters: William, Alexander, James, John, Nathan, 
Josiah, Henry, Amos, George, and Andrew. The 
daughters were Elizabeth, who became the wife of the 
late William Baxter, Esq.: Miriam, who married Sam- 
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uel Auldvidge; Mary Aun married James Auldridge: 

Ellen, who died at the age of four years; and a dangh- 

ter unnamed, dying in infancy a few weeks old, 

The eldest son. William, moved west and settled in 

Schuyler County, Missouri. Of this large family but 
three are now surviving. Henry Barlow, near Edray, 
on the old homeplace. He has been a merchant and 
grazier, and has been very successtul in business, 
The second survivor, and one of the youngest of the 
family, is Amos Barlow, of Huntersville. He is 
merchant and farmer, and prospered greatly in bus 
iness affairs. He is President of the County Court, 
and widely known. 

It is worthy of inention that when our worthy pioneer 
bought the Brock land he paid for it in venison at fifty: 
cents a saddle or pair. Mr Barlow estimated the nun- 
ber of deer killed by him at fifteen hundred. On the 
most lucky day of all his hunting career he killed six 
deer and wounded the seventh. He never kept count 
of the bears, panthers, wildeats. turkeys, and foxes 
shot by him. Theelk and buffalo were virtually ex- 
terminated before his hunting days. 

He was an expert marksman, and passionately fond 
of shooting, but the rules of his church—the Methodist 
Episcopal, of which he was one of the original mem- 
bers on Stony Creek—forbade shooting for prizes. A 
shooting match was arranged for in the neighborhood, 
and he attended as a spectator. The main prize was a 
quarter of beef. Near the close of the match a neigh- 
bor proposed to Mr Barlow to shoot in his place as his 
substitute. After much solicitation he consented, took 
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sareful aim, and pierced the centre, thus gaining the 
et prize of fat beef. A scrupulous fellow member 
felt ‘a honor bound to report to the Presiding Elder, 
and have the offending brother duly disciplined for the 
credit of religion. The Elder had him cited to appear 
before the quarterly conference for trial. Brother Bar- 
low meekly obeyed, and put in his appearance. When 
his turn came on the docket, the Elder said: 

“Well, Brother Barlow, you are charged with shoot- 
ing for a prize. What did you do?” 

“] merely shot once,’ replied Mr Barlow, ‘to ac- 
commodate a friend, not for the purpose of getting a 
prize for myself.*’ 

“Did you win the prize.” 

«] did.’ 

“Did you get the beef ¢"° 

“Only so much as my friend sent me for a mess.”” 


“Was it good beef ¢°” 

“Yes, very nice.” 

*Well,"" says the Elder, after some apparently se- 
rious reflection, and solemn groanings ot the spirit, ‘I 
see nothing wrong in what Brother Barlow has done, 
so 1 will just drop this case and proceed to the next 
matter of business.*? 


During his last days, while kept at home and out of 
the woods by the infirmities of age, our venerable 
friend was asked if he would like to live his life over 
again. He replied; ‘*] have no wish to live my life 
ver again, but there is one thing I would like to do, 
and that is to have one more good bear hunt on Red 


| 
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Lick Mountain.” 

This aged and intere. ting man paesed away Jannary 
23, 1866, verging 85 years of age. His devoted wife 
died October 7, 1872, aged 82. 

Conscientiously honest themselves, they believed 
everybody else to be honest. They were Israelites in 
deed, in whom there was no guile. On them and their 
children rest the blessing promised to the meek and 
the pure in heart; provided, they cherish purity and 
meekness as their venerated pioneer ancestors did, 


FELIX GRIMES, 


This paper is devoted to the memory of two persons 
whose numerous descendants have formed an influen- 
tial element of our citizenship for the past 75 yeurs. 

Felix Grimes, the pioneer, and his wife, Catherine, 
were natives of Ireland. The ship on whiclr they sail- 
ed came near being lost during a storm in mid-ocean, 
At one time the masts were touching the waves, and 
water pouring in over the ship’s side. The passengers 
and some of the sailors were in frantic terror,—some 
were praying, some cursing and Swearing, and some 
wildly screaming with fright. The captain and some 
of the crew were self-possessed enough to urge the pas- 
sengers to the opposite side of the vessel, and it right- 
ed at once, and the voyage was made in safety thereaf- 
ter. It took three months to make the crossing. The 
landing was at New Castle, most probably, and some 
ane ee spent in Pennsylvania, F ollowing the tide of 
emigration, these persons finally located a home on the 
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upli ands overlooking the valley of Knapp’s Creek from 
the west, nine or ten miles from Huntersville, It 
jjieved they settled here about 1770, 


The original name was Graham, but it came to be 
abreviated to Grimes, and has so been written and pro- 
nounced all along. 

Felix Grimes settled in the unbroken forest on lands 
now occupied by Morgan Grimes, the heirs of the late 
Davis Grimes, and others in that vicinity- The origi- 
nal site is now in the possession of Margaret Grimes, 
near Mt Zion church. Traces of the pioneer home are 
yet discernible near her residence. It was here these 
worthy persons reared their family, consisting of five 
sons and four daughters: Margaret, Mary, Sally and 

Nancy; Arthur, John, Charles, Henry and James. 

Margaret Grimes married William Montgomery and 
settled in Licking County, Ohio, Nancy was married 
to Rev Samuel C. Montgomery, a Methodist minister, 
in the same county. Mary married Henry Montgome- 
ry of Ohio; and Sally married a son of Alexander Wad- 
dell, the Marvin pioneer, and moved to Gallipolis, 
Ohio. 

Arthur Grimes, eldest son of Felix, married Mary 
Sharp, a sister of the late William Sharp, near Verd- 
ant Valley, Their children were Rachel, who married 
Solomon Buzzard; Henry, who married Hester Buz- 
zard, daughter of Reuben Buzzard, of Pendleton coun- 
ty. Henry’s sons were Peter and Franklin: Zane and 
Hugh, near Frost; David, in Harrison county. David 
wid Hugh were Union soldiers, also Zane. Jane mar- 
ried Leonidas Bowyers. She died in Highland county, 


in 


be 
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Her sons, Cicero and James Leonard Bowyers, hweint 
to Parkersburg, West Virginia. John Sthiaoe died in 
Buckhannon during the late war betweon the States. 

David G., son of Arthur, asian Mary Grimes, 
daughter of James Grimes, of es the pioneer, 

Their son, Hanson, married Mary Nottingham, daugh- 

ter of Mr and Mrs Harvey Nottingham, near Glade 

Hill. Hanson's only child, Minnie Grimes, is now 

Mrs Earl Arbogast, of Greenbank. 

Margaret, a daughter of David G., first married W. 

H. Sims. After his decease she married Erasmus 
Williams, now living near Hot Springs, Virginia, and 
is the mother of fourteen children. Amanda, another 
daughter of David G., married Charles O. W. Sharp, 
and is the mother of eight- children. Her son Hanson 
is in Central America, and Frank is in Louisiana, — 
Leah another daughter of David G., inarried the late 
Rev George Preston Hannah, She is the moth- 
er of seven children, four living and three dead. Mr 
Hannah was an esteemed and useful minister of the M. 
E. Church. 

Rebecea, of Arthur, of Felix, married Thomas Drin- 
nan, settled in Buckhannon, thence to Parkersburg, 
thence to Chilicothe, Ohio. She was the mother of 
four children. One son, Franklin, and three daught- 
ers, Dames not remembered, 


Arthur Grimes, Jr., son of Arthur of Felix, married 
Rebecca Cumpston and lived a while on the old home- 
stead, then moved to Upshur county. His son New- 


ton died young; Lavinia married Silas Helmick; Re- 


becea Jane 18 married and lives in Upshur county; An- 
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reline is the youngest. 
~ Hon. John Grimes, son of Felix, the pioneer, anar- 
ried Elizabeth Burner, of Travelers Repose and lived 
near Academy, on the farm now owned by Poeahontas 
county as an infirmary. There were six children: 
Henry died in youth; Abraham married a Miss ‘Calli- 
son, and finally moved to Gallia County, Ohio, as did 
Wesley and Fletcher; Nancy married 2a Mr Morrison 
and settled in Upshur county; Elizabeth married Wil- 
liam MeCoy and went t» Ohio. Late in life Mr 
Grimes went to Ohio to be with his sons. He was a 
person of fine appearance and possessed natural en- 
dowments of a high order, and made the most of his 
limited opportunities for mental improvement. He 
represented Pocahontas as a Democrat in the House of 
Delegates, 1841-42. Upon his motion charters were 
granted for three academies, Hillsboro, Huntersville 
and Greenbank. He was a very prominent member of 
his church, the Methodist Episcopal. 
Charles Grimes, the third son of Felix the emigrant, 
married Martha Bussard, daughter of Reuben Bussard, 
Senior. Their family consisted of ten children. John 
Wesley died young. Morgan marvied Jane, daughter 
of Major Daniel McLaughlin, near Greenbank. Mor- 
gan’s children are John Wesley, at home. Cora is the 
wife of the Rev Jasper N. Sharp, a member of the 
West Virginia M. E. Conference. Mantie is Mrs 
George Bambrick, and Onie Jane is at home with her 
parents. Morgan Grimes was a Union soldier during 
the war between the States, and so was his relative W. 
(. Grimes. 
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William Davis Grimes, another son of Charles 
Grimes, married Margaret Paugh and settled Ome ron 
tion of the old homestead. He recently died, ond) 18 
survived by his widow and two childecn tee Missouri 
ie scanned Clay Dreppard, and Elmer E. Grimeey 

Susan L., « daughter of Charles Grimes, married 

Samuel Auldridge. She was the mother of five child- 
ren; Tillotson lives at Buckeye; Charles died in 
Greenbrier; Luther lives near Mill Point; Kenney in 
the Levels; Elizabeth married William Clendennin. 

Margaret Grimes, daughter of Charles Grimes, mar- 
ried Hugh Carpenter and settled on Thomas Oreek, 
She is the mother of five children, Charles went to 
Texas; Hanson and Fleteher live near Dunmore; Ra- 
chel married Craigan Grimes, a teacher of schools and 
lives near Millpoint. 

Elizabeth Catherine, another daughter of Charles 
Grimes, died during the War,—a young woman of 
inuch amiability of character. 

Another daughter of this Charles Grimes, Mary: 
Cullum, was married to Rev George Poage Wanless, a 
widely known and much esteemed Minister of the M. 
E. Chureh. Towands the close of his long and useful 
ministerial service he was Presiding Elder of the Ro- 
anoke District. At his death he was a citizen of 
Montgomery County, Virginia. Her children were 
Josie Loretta, wife of Bently Olinger, of Price’s Fork, 
Va., who was killed while at work on New River 
Bridge, _Della Wanless married William Snedegar, 
on Droop Mountain, who is now a merchant at Lafay- 
ctte, Virginia, Samuel Wanless is a young Methodist 
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minister. Virgie is the wife of U. §, A, Hevener, a 

Methodist minister, now in Tennessee, Fannie died 

young. 

"Another daughter of Charles Grimes of Felix, the 

emmigrant, was named Loretta Jane. She is the wife 

of William Jefferson Moore, who lives on a part of the 

John Moore homestead. She is the mother 

children. 

Rachel A. Grimes, another daughter of Charles 
Grimes, was married to A. Jackson Moore, on Back 
Alleghany. She has seven children, 

Martha 8. Grimes, of Charles, became the wife of 
Peter H. Grimes; and settled in Ola, Iowa. The 
names of her six children are Thelia, Seba, Mary,. Ez- 
ra, Brumby and Henry. 

Henry Grimes, son of Felix, died in youth, 

James Grimes, the last of the sons of Felix, the pio- 
neer, married Mary Burner of the Upper Tract, a sis- 
ter of the late George Burner. James settled on that 
section of the Felix Grimes lands now held by Mrs Ma- 

ry Fertig. There were nine children, Abraham, who 
married Margaret Brady, daughter of Samuel Brady, 
and settled in Webster, and reared a large family. 
Rey Addison Grimes, book agent, is one of Abraham’s 
sons. Abraham died several years since, aged seventy 
years, 

Another son of James, Allen Grimes, married Fran- 
cis Weiford, and after her death married Fannie Silva, 
and lived on Stamping Creek. His children are Craig- 
in B. Grimes, Elizabeth, who is the wife of Thomas 
Rigsby of Webster county; Georgiana, wife of Henry 


of nine 
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Boblitt on Stamping Creek; J. Barnett Sy of 
Stamping Creek, a PEs ane nt, cone James Grimes 
on Stamping Creek; Mary, wife of Willard Overholt; 
and Lucy, the wife of Emmett Notingham, on Stamp- 
Be rae of James, married Nancy Friel, 
daughter of the late Josiah rick; snes settled above 
Millpoint; George C. Grimes married Eleanor Weiford 
and moved to Iowa, and reared seven children, Ret- 
tie, Scott, Granville, William, Esta and Ziona are the 
names remembered by their friends; Bryson died in 
youth, just before the War; Catherine married Leon- 
ard Bowyers, as his second wife; Mary married David 
Grimes; Elizabeth married James Weiford, of Hillsbo- 
ro. 


This brings the chronicles of the Grimes relation- 
ship within the memory and observation of their living 
friends, and a basis is furnished for the use of some fu- 
ture compiler, The writer gratefully appreciates tne 
patient and efticieut assistance rendered him by Mor- 
gan Grimes, and Mrs Mantie Bambrick, 

Jacob Warwick and Felix Grimes seem to have been 
on very friendly terms. He once asked James Grimes 
what he would charge for managing his affairs, While 
James was trying to estimate what he would be willing 
to do it for, Mr Warwick remarked th 
for what he wag doing was what he co 

Arthur Grimes and Levi 
pioneer, and afterwards a 
Went on a scout to Cloy 


at all he realized 
uld eat and wear. 
Moore, son of Leyi, the 
member of the Legislature, 
er Lick to gee if Indians were 
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around, Seving no sign they went to the house, plac- 
ed their guns just outside the door, and finding a bed 
within, lay down and fell asleep. Arthur dreamed of 
boing bitten by a rattlesnake, sprang out of bed and 
awakened Moore. The dog was growling at Indians 
stealing toward the house. The men seized their guns 
and escaped, leaving the dog shut up in the house. 
The dog soon came to them, however. The Indians 
fired the building, cut a pair of moccasins from a dres- 
sed deer skin belonging to old “Bon,’? and amused 
themselves by striping the feathers from two live roost- 
ers to see their antics. 
When thay reported to Jao Warwick about the af- 

fair, he told them that whenever he dreamed of wild 
turkeys he was sure of having trouble with Indians 


very soon. 


DAVID GIBSON, 


David Gibson, a pioneer of Pocahontas county, and 
progenitor of, the Gibson connexion in our county, 
came from Augusta county, near Waynesboro, Virgin- 
ia, about 1770. He located near Gibson’s Knob, two 
miles south of Hillsboro, now in possession of Isaac 
MeNeel. He reared a large family, but fow of their 
names are known to the writer. “One of his sons, John, 
moved to Indiana, where his descendants now live; a 
daughter, Mary, died in youth; Sally married Sampson 
Ochiltree and lived near Buckeye, where Henry Light- 
ner now lives; Elizabeth married Joseph Buckley and 


il 
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i + far »w Owned by ‘ 
lived on the neighboring farm, now owned xy Ley} 


Gay; Jennie married a Mr Blake, 
David Gibson, another son, located on the Old Field 


Fork of Elk about 1823, and began life in the woods, 
The Hannah brothers had preceded him a year or two, 
David Gibson’s wife, Mary, after whom Mary’s Chap- 

el is named (a neat house of worship on Elk,) was a 

daughter of the late William Sharp, near Edray. Her 

mosher was Elizabeth Waddell, daughter of Alexander 

Waddell, a pioneer settler near Millpoint, the place 

now occupied by Joseph Smith and others, 

The Gibson family on Elk consisted of five sons and 
three daughters. William, the oldest, lived on Elk. 
His wife was Polly Gay, daughter of the late Samuel 
M. Gay, near Marlinton; John married Margaret Town- 
send, near Driftwood; David, a well-known physician, 
married Elizabeth Stalnaker, daughter of Warwick 
Stalnaker, of Randolph; James Gibson married Jennie 
Friel, daughter of John Friel, who was killed in battle 
on Alleghany Mountain, December, 1861; Jacob Gib- 
son married a Miss Wamsley of Randolph, and was 
killed during the war near Huttonsville in a skirmish 
with Jenkin’s Cavalry; David Gibson’s daughter, Eliz- 
abeth became the wife of James McClure, near Edray; 
Mary married Rankin Poage, at Edray; Nancy beeame 
the wife of Samuel M. Gay, on the Indian Draft. 

Mr Gibson built up a comfortable home, in which he 
was assisted by his industrious sons and daughters. 
The habits of thrift learned from their parents have 
been Successfully kept up, and prosperity attends them 
in their affairs, and all have comfortable homes and are 
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prospering. His home was open to the stranger that 
might come along. His confidences were sometimes 
abused and imposition practiced upon him, but that 
made no difference with his treatment of others. For 
years his home was at the service of the preachers, and 
thus most of the preaching on Upper Elk was at his 
house. It was a great undertaking to locate in the un- 
broken forest and build up a home and _ rear the family 
these worthy people succeeded so well in accomplishing, 
All such should be remembered and their services 
gratefully appreciated, and the story of their lives told 
for the instruction and encouragement of the genera- 
tions following. The righteous, the honest and indus- 
trious should be held in lasting remembrance. 


VALENTINE CACKLEY, 


During the last century but few names have been 
more familiarly known in our county, before and since 
the organization, than the Cackleys. The ancestors of 
this relationship were Valentine Cackley, Senior, and 
Mary Frye, his wife, from the lower Valley not far 
from Winchester, at Capon Springs. They located at 
Millpoint about 1778. These worthy people were ef 
German descent. The original name was Keckly, and 
came to be spelled Cackley by the way it was pro- 
nounced. Their sons were Levi, William, Joseph, 
Valentine, Benjamin, and their daughters were Alice, 
Mary, Anne, and Rebecca—six sons and four daugh- 


ters. 
Alice, the eldest daughter, became the wife of the 
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Samuel M. Gay. who resided on the farm now 

as eae heirs of the late George Gibson, on the 

ie i above Marlinton two miles. Mr Gibson 

was her grandson. Mrs Cy was a very cane pet 

son, and the story of her life would make thrilling 

part oenetincal was married to Willette Perkins, and 

tan aie became the wife of Thomas Hill. 

Rebecca Cackley was married to John Ewing. Her 

family went to Ohio. She was the mother of eleven 
sons, The youngest was named Eleyen Ewing. It is 
believed that the famous Tom Ewing, statesman and 
orator, and as such was the pride of Ohio, in his time 
was of this family. 

Levi Cackley married Nancy Bradshaw, daughter of 
John Bradshaw the founder of Huntersville, and set- 
tled on Stamping Creek, where some of his worthy de- 
scendants yet reside, Jacob, Levi, and William were 
the names of his sons, Rev A. M. Cackley, D. D., 
of the Baltimc re conference, is a grandson, 

William Cackley, son of Valentine, married Jennie 
Gay, daughter of Robert Gay, and first settled on the 
property now owned by Mathews Ruckman. near Mill- 
point, and also operated a store, Having sold his farm 
to the late D, L, Ruckman, he moved his family to a 

farm on Cummings Creek, near Huntersville, where 
he resided for many years, farming and merchandizing 
and in public office. A singular occurrence was con- 
weit ae to Huntersville, Mrs Cack- 
red of her flock of pigeons and tried 
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to leave them back, but to her surprise the pigeons 
were on the oak tree near the dwelling the next moyn- 


oe 
a and Mrs Cackley were the parents of five sons 
and four daughters: Robert, Claiborne, Frye, Davis, 
and John; Mary, Leah, Hannah, Ann and Sarah Jane. 
Mary became the wife of J. J. Clark, merchant from 
Staunton- Leah became Mrs John Hogsett and lived 
on Elk. Hannah was married to William Floyd and 


lived at Sutton, Braxton County. 

William Cackley was a captain in the war of 1812. 
His kindness to his company endeared himself to the 
soldiers and their friends and gave him great populari- 
ty. He was a Jacksonian Democrat; went several 
terms to the Legislature; was Sheriff of the County. 
Late inlife he moved to Illinois, where most of his 
surviving posterity reside. 

Valentine Cackley, Junior was married to Mary 
Moore, from Eastern Virginia. Their daughter Caro- 
line was the first wife of Harper McLauglilin; and their 
son, William H. Cackley, once a prominent citizen of 
Pocahontas, now a merchant in Ronceverte. 

Valentine Cackley took the census for Pocahontas 
County in 1840. He had the lower mill erected at 
Millpoint. Joseph Cackley owned the upper mill, and 
after selling out to Sampson Mathews, he migrated to 
Ohio married and settled there. 

Benjamin Cackley staid awhile on his share of the 
homestead, now known as the Lee Place, and sold out 
to his brother Joseph and went to Jackson County, O. 

The youngest son of Valentine Cackley, Senior, was 
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named Jacob. He seemed to have been excessively 
fond of of athletic sports—running, wrestling, and 
pitching quoits. One of the most popular diversiong 
of that time seems a singular one to us. It was to gee 
who could throw a pumpkin the highest and catch it 
while falling. Another diversion was skipping flat 
stones over the water. One day while thus amusing 
himself, with several others, on the mill race, Jacob 
snddenly collapsed and was carried into the house, 
He had overexerted himself by an underhanded throw, 
and received internal injuries, and died from the effects 
a most excruciating death. Asa final resort quicksilver 
was given him, the effects of whien were agonizing in 
the extreme. Dr Althair was the attending physician. 
Valentine Cackley, the Pioneer, accumulated an im- 
mense landed estate. His home was about the loea- 
tion occupied by Isaac McNeel’s residence. It seems 
at one time to have been within the limits of the fort. 
The fort was about where the garden is. Persons yet 
living have seen relics picked up by parties working in 
the garden. He encouraged and promoted useful in- 
dustries. A firstelass mill, for the time, was built; a 
tannery projected, a tilt hammer started, and a store 
carried on. While the venerable pioneer could over- 
look a wide prospect from his home, and while he was 
not quite ‘‘the lord of all his eye could survey,” yet 
he could lay claim to a goodly portion of what was in 
sight east, north, and west of Millpoint. The name of 
such a person is worthy of remembrance, for he left a 
very important and influential part of our county much 
better off than it was when he settled therein. 
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DIANA SAUNDERs, 


Soon after the war of 1812 there came to our county 
one of the most interesting and eccentric Personalities 
that our older people remember anything about, Mrg 
Diana Saunders, late of Rocky Point on Dry Branch 
of Swago. She was the widowed mother of foyp cehild- 
ren, Anna, Eleanor, Cyrus, and Isaac. Her cabin 
home was built near the head Springs of Dry Brauch, 
almost in sp2aking distance of the Roeky Point sehool- 
house, and just below. 

Cyrus Saunders lived in Madison County, Va., and 
was a merchant and a citizen of prominence, 

Isaac Saunders, upon attaining his majority, weut to 
Fayette County, married, and settled on the banks of 
New River not far from the Hawk’s nest, His sister 
Anna made her home with him for a time, and then 
became Mrs Ewing of Fayette County. 

Eleanor Saunders was married to Barnett Adkis- 
son, from Madison County, and lived on Spruce Flat 
on the head of Swago, on the place now Occupied by 
James Adkisson, In reference to her children we have 
inhand the following particulars, communicated by 
John Adkisson, 

Catherine first became wife of William Tyler, from 
Madison County, and then Mrg Jacob Weiford, near 
Millpoint, 

Willian Adkisson, whose wife was Martha J ones, 
from Madison County, lived on Spruce Flat, 

Abel Adkisson, whose first wife was Susannah, 
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daughter of the late Daniel Adkisson, and whose see- 
ond wife was Frances Hughes, lived on the head of 
Swago, where his son Oliver Blake now lives. 

Daniel Adkisson married Mary Holmes of Madison 
County, and settled on Spruce Flats. 

isaac Adkisson married Martha Young, and lived a: 
the ‘Young Place”? on Rich Mountain. ‘ 

Frances Adkisson first became Mrs James W. Silvey 
and lived at the head of Swago. She was afterwards 
married to the late Joseph Rodgers, and lives near 
Millpoint. 

Nancy married Benjamin Taylor of Nicholas County 
He was a hatter by occu- 





and settled on New River. 


pation. 
Martha Jane Adkisson married James Arthur, of 


Webster County, and went to the western part of the 
State. 

Lueinda Adkisson, the youngest of Eleanor’s daugh- 
ters, was married to Rey Joshua Buckley, and lived at 
Buckeye. Some reference to her family is made in 


other sketches. 


But few persons have left their impress upon the 
writer’s memory more vividly than Mrs Diana Saun- 
ders. As to her personality, she had been formed in 
‘Nature's choicest mould’* and in her youth must have 
been the peer of Edgar Allen Poe’s « rare and radiant 
maiden,”’ The writer reealls one or more of her grand- 
daughters as among the most parfect models of femi- 
mine form and feature that he has observed anywhere. 

From the way Grauny Saunders used to epean of 
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. Madison, Jim Monroe, and Tom Jefferson, and 
dum mn how such finicky, limber-jointed, red headed, 
ronde 
one and dancing customers had ever been made 
+ dling € en ee oi. So caer 
a idents of our United Statos, it is inferred that her 
resi é 5 
: ning youth must have been passed in Orange and 
bloor oe i 
{]bermarle atmosphere. 
3 The writer was frequently told by his lamented mo- 
1eé x : 
ner that when he was an infant about six weeks old he 
ther Us 4 : 
‘ ‘ough so severely that he was "i 
had the whooping cough s y : was given 
to die, Asa last resort Granny Saunders was sent 
up [0 i . 
in ell haste, and when she arrived the baby was to 
for a rae 
all appearanees cold and dead. 





The dectress ordered 
tub of hot water, plouted the baby in, soaked him 
a 


awhile and gave him a good rubbing. She then called 
fora razor and a goose quill, searified the little body 
between the shoulders, inserted the quill and gave him 

a blowing up until the infant began to blow for him- 
self, He came to and recovered, and has been blow- 
ing seventy years on his own hook, figuratively speak- 
ing. There have been times in his life when the writ- 
er has felt rather regretfully that Grann y Saunders 
managed her case so well as to keep him from dying 
at that safe time. Now, however, he feels thankful to 
God for what she was able to do, 
wonderful privilege to have | 
Being has allotted to him. 
humble and obscure, 
still, blessed bys His 
erful hopes for 


He deems it a most 
ived the life the Supreme 
Though this life has been 
full of mistakes and blunders, 


Holy nama, for life and its won- 


the hereafter, when the Lora comes. 
ard to exe 
berfoy 


i aggerate the useful services 
ne: 
by Mra. -Sanndpg for a half century 
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e, when there was no resident physician nearer 
or more, > : : re 
Warm Springs or Lewisburg. For years and 


the . 
than was virtually spent in the homes of the 


ape S Beare nights, swollen, raging mountain 
streams and torrents were braved by this heroic woman 
to be with the sick in their distress. 

While it is true the most of her services were ren- 
dered in scenes over which the thickest veil of privacy 
should be ever drawn, yet it may not be out of good 
form to say that she never lost her self possession. The 
patient might be to all appearances in extremis, with 
less than a step between her and death in the throes of 
of maternity, all present convulsed with grief and ap- 
prebension except Granny Saunders. She would dip 
her pipe in the ashes, ejaculate prayers along with the 
puffs of smoke, and sit down by the patient: ‘‘Hold on 
old girl, we can’t spare you yet; pick your flint and try 
it again. I have been praying for you, and the good 
Lord Almighty never goes back on his word to old 
Granny Saunders.” 

In the course of an hour or so, Granny Saunders 
looks up the ‘‘old man.’’? When she finds him she 
opens her arms as if to embrace him. He draws back 
exclaiming, *‘Oh Granny, don’t do that!’ ‘Well, you 
ugly beast, if you won’t let me kiss you, come in and 
see what a pretty thing the good Lord has sent your 
old woman. How it could be so pretty no one could 
tell without seeing the mother!” 

One of the most praiseworthy traits in the character 
of this grand woman was her abhorrence of “doggity 
ways,’ as she would tersely put it. She was greatly 
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sod by the way @ young man seemed to be treat- 
sorrie p 0 . . 
worl «| in whom she felt a motherly interest. Ap- 
ng a ita ne 
ing * ra seemed to indicate that the ‘young rascal of 
ances £ : 
peal had plucked the the rose, but left the thorn 


a puppy” i i 

a = » heartbroken young friend; or in other words 
tb he ; . ‘ 
“er fooled ker upon a promise of marriage. 

had 1 


one day it seems, the young man met her in the 
ne day, : 

| and he said: “Granny Saunders, if you do not 
-oac i 

ee atdad about me as I hear of you deing, I shall 
qu = 


ve to sue you for slander.” 
— old lady cleared her decks for action, rolled up 
ne 7 


es and shook her fist under his nose. ‘LT am 
her ry you here, at the court house, or anywhere 
ee the bottomless pit. There is where pups 
Bea are bound to go, so I will not promise to have 
anything to do with you there. I cannot blame a 
Beaver Dam evening wolf for coming over here and 
stealing a lamb, for itis built that way, and can’t 
know any better, but when I sce a customer like you, 
with good looks, good natural sense and belonging to 
a decent family, guilty of things the Old Boy would be 
above doing, [must tell you, [ do say T inust tell you 
the dirtiest, yellow, egg-sucking deg in all Pocahontas 
isanangel to what you are. If the devil knows you as 
(do, and thinks of you as I do, he will put you on one 
of his hottest gridirons all by yourself, as not fit com- 
pany for any other lost soul.”* 





el 


Granny’s words seem to have been ‘swinged ones.” 
The suit was never brought for slander, le mended his 
a looked through his Bible and found a verse in 

M's Writings that convinced hina that the easiest way 
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out of the tangle would be to marry as he had promis. 
ed. ee 
If there could have been kept a faithful record of all 
her doings and sayings it would have made a book by 
itself, nothing like tt in extant literature. She haq an 
entertaining story of the time the troops were on the 
mareh to Yorktown, and about Washington stopping 
at the yard fence and calling for water. Her mother 
sent her out with bueket and gourd, fresh from the 
well, and watere] tho thirsty general and staff attend- 
ants, ‘‘They took their water, and I tell you they all 
drank a few, and then the grandess rode away with 
high heads and stiff upper lips, looking at me 
thought it was about all that I was fit for, 
the water gourd for their pleasure. ”’ 


She had many stories that thrilled the little folks. 
One was about a child being born in 1775 
lived a few minutes. Before it died 
plainly as could be spoken by a gr 


as if they 
to handle 


that only 
it said just as 
Own person: 

‘<A warm winter and a eold spring, 

A bloody summer and a new king!” 
One of her most popular Jullabys | 


“Sleep all day and cry 
Whippoorwil 


iad this refrain: 
ery all night, 

1, whippoorwill,? 

Persons yet living remember 
made to the salutation 
to day?”* 


the reply she once 
» Well, Granny, how are yon 


_ ‘Poorly enough, to tel] you truth, O dear, I am 
Just here and that is all, hay } 


at Ne ‘ © pains in my face, 
pais i My @ars, pains in the top of my head, at the 
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back of my neck, between my shoulders, in my arms, 
in ny breast, in my body, in my knees, in my ankles, 
in both my big toes.’ Then pausing a moment as if 
trying to think of more places for pains, she would 
raise her eyes toward heayen and devoutly exclaim, 
“But praise the Lord, bless His Holy Name, I have a 
good appetite!" 

Late in the fifties or early in the sixties, she went to 
make her home with Isaac and Anna, on New River, 
where she died fifteen or twenty years ago, aged about 
a hundred and three years as most of her acquaintances 
believe. Dear old friend, the Creator has not sent 
many like her to our part of the world as yet. 


LANTY LOCKRIDGE 


One of the most widely known of Pocabontas fami- 
lies in former years was that of the ancestor of the 
Lockridge relationship, at Driseol, four miles east -of 
Huntersville. It was a place of resort for visiting law- 
yers to and from Huntersville on public occasions. 
Pleasant mention is made of the kind treatment receiv- 
ed and of the nice and bountiful table comforts enjoy- 
ed in the memoir of the late Howe Peyton, and in 
some published reminiscences of George Mayse, of the 
Warm Springs. 

Lancelot (Lanty) Lockridge, the progenitor of 
the name in our county, came from the Lower’ 
Bull Pasture, in Highland county, about feur 
miles up the river from Williamsville, Bath county. 
Mrs Lockridge was Elizabeth Benson, of the same vi- 
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cinity. Some of her near rolatives migrated to Ohio, 
Siam whom Joseph Benson Foraker traces his name 
and ancestry, and who is now in the Senate of the 
United States, colleague of M. A. Hanna, from Ohio, 

Mr and Mrs Lockridge were of pure Scotch-Irish de- 
scent. Early in the century they settled on Knapp’s 
Creek and built up a prosperous home and reared a 
large family, four sons and five daughters: Andrew, 
Matthias, Lanty, James T., Elizabeth, Nelly, Harriet, 
Rebecca and Martha. 

Andrew Lockridge married Elizabeth  Gillilan, 
—* of 9 Gillilan, near Millpoint, and moved 
to Missouri.— Matthias Lockridge went to Missouri in 
early manhood, married Miss Crow, a Missouri lady, 
oe settled there.—Lanty Lockridge married Caroline 
( nga Gonghter of John Cleek, and first settled on the 
“Gay Place’? near Sunset, then on the ‘Harper 
Place,’’ near Sunset, finally moved to Ord, Nebraska 
where his sons Lee and Augustus now reside, 

V4 2 s . . . 
ae monde T. Lockridge married Miss Lillie Moser, 
; ames ; 
of § oral arolina, and occupied the homestead, which 
was his home during life. He was a citizen of marked 

romin 2, © irgini iliti 

. ze ae ao Virginia Militia, magistrate, 
rchant, sheriff a e irgini 

Bdopatas Thei a ake eo ae 

a eir children $< 

he a eee , twosons and two daught- 

IB, i erin é 

Me an ockridge, of Huntersville: Mrs 

lorence Milligan, of Buena Vista: Dr J. B lL 
ridge, of Driscol, and Mrs L. W Pl ee 
school teacl ; _ 17 terold, a popular 

ol teacher and instructor in instumental i 

Elizabeth, eldest daughter, b ie 

late Henry Herold oved uf aa ee 
J rold, who mo 
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ved to Nicholas county, 


ny 209 
aOunN' 
oF pooaHONT As cot 
stor C ‘ “he late Washing 
ily gett ed. 
t 0 her family ee of her ons: 
eo moe , was 0 ; the late 
lore jd pear roast, Ket © married to : 
aa sond Jaughte” «. ehildreD 
" elli?s the OT er" epose- Thew 
, 0 ‘ 
avers : aughters- 
four 80° oe re a jarried to the late John 
ro fo" . was I 
were 0 .g daughters bs : a 
parrieb oo oa he tradition 38 that ao 
Yi __a double 
were’ Zo Fai 1 married the same aye a 
ae re2 
aad BO Their family numbere two sons ue : 
ing: i was 
a Jsaac, Mathew John, Byeline, w° 
g nters: sie ! 
os ¢ the late Adrew D. Amiss of aoe ; 
arr) > me ‘ 
. ag a clerk 10 one of the gov ernment epar 
ded to considerable 


Amiss W 
ments at " 
ublie business in Pocahonta life. Rachel 
- Wallace. Elizabeth Me- 


the Late Dr 

acob Crouch, of Randolph County. 

kridge, the fourth daughter, was mar- 

Joseph Seybert, and lived first on the 
on the place occu 


Waddell place, near Millpoist, then 
pied by Henry Sharp, ou Douthard’s Creek, and lastly 
on the farm now held by William L. Harper, near 


oe oS sons were Lanty and Jacob. Lanty 
red of war at Elmira, New York. Jacob 
rried Mary Jones, of Greenbrier County, and lived 
: ai citizen of Rockbridge County. There 
Ans - ae Maria and Elizabeth. Maria Sey 
a married to Andrew H i : 
Frost. Elizabeth Seybert wa Gen pee! 
te ca con s married to the late Wil- 
per, and Willi ead ghland County, Joseph, K 
Gib illiain Gibson are her Pee 
ibson married David Kyl er sont Eva Rebecca 
yle, of Rockbridge County ; 
3 


was married to 
Neel married J 

Rebecca Loc 
ried to the late « 


are‘ 
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210 -. a teacher in the public schools of 
gon is arried J. M. Colaw, of 


izabeth Gibson ™ : 
a Catherine Gibson 18 @ popular teacher 


ge public schools. 
ge, the fifth daughter, was married 


Roger Hickman, of Bath County. Her children 
a ae Hickman, now of Tucker County, and 
wer ; 2 
Elizabeth, who is Mrs Stuart Rider, of Bath County. 

7 


Clara Gib 
Highland; 
Monterey, Va.; 
in the Rockbrid 

Martha Lockrid 


It has been a pleasure to the writer to collect the 
material for this sketch, for many of the persons men- 
tioned therein were among the cherished friends of his 
youth, 

As to the personal appearance of this venerable man, 
it was a common remark of those wlo had seen Henry 
Clay that there was a striking resemblance in the form 
and features of the two men, and that those who had 
portraits of Henry Clay had nothing to do but scratch 
out the name and write Lanty Lockridge in place of it, 
and they would have his picture and one that every- 
body would recognize. The writer never saw Henry 
Clay, but he has been often impressed with the portrait 
he has seen, and is always reminded of our venerable 
friend by the striking resemblance, so apparent to those 
who were acquainted with him. 





JOSHUA BUCKLEY, 
It appears from Authentic tradition that the pioneer 


er eo the Buckeye neighborhood, four miles south 
arinton, was Josbua Buckley, at the junction of 
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ye" 


ay the Greenbrier. It was about the 


ang, He came from Winchester, Va., 

Collins, was 4 native of New- 
¢ Winchester. John Buckley, 
wo weeks old when his pa- 


go 
1710 OF 
your wife paunah 


; . i 
gud hi te miles south o 


tow fi h was but ¢ 

thei eldest i he month of March on their pack 

yonts A theit new home. 

sae their arrival they occupied 2 deserted hunter’s 
al on the same day Mr Buckley _took the suf- 

ey _aded horses © John McNeel’s, the Levels, 

fering 1 m awhile, thus leaving wife 


keeping for the 
and child alone. The wolves howled all night, and 


hear the snapping of their teeth, but she 
This camp was oceupied until a 
ground prepared for potatoes 


to procare 


she could 
disclaimed al) fear. 
cabin could be puilt and 


and buckwheat. 
This family for the first summer subsisted on @ bush- 


dand a half of weal, brought with them from Win- 
chester, with potatoes and venison, Mr Buckley could 
go up Cooks Run and pick out a deer a8 conveniently 
aga mutton may now be had, and even more easily. 
One of the daughters, Mrs Hetty Kee, the ancestress 
of the Kee family, when a little girl remembered see- 
ing the Indians very often, and frequently heard them 
on the ridges overlooking Buckeye, whistling on their 
powder charges, and making other strange noises as if 
exchanging signals. 
oe “seed Ne one crop of buckwheat that he 
ea ce. 2 iNustrate how it would yield. For 
Siocon cae it not ripeen enough for bread, he 
1s of buckwheat between the rows by 
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hand and covered with a hoe. He planted a half- 
bushel of seed and threshed out eighty bushels. a 
carried the nails used in roofing his barn from os 
chester. They were hammered out by seca > - 
seventeen cents a pound. 

There were frequent alarms from I eon 
The women and younger children would be seh ; d 
fort at Millpoint. The older boys would stay an 
home to look after the stock, with instructions to re- 
fugee in a certain hollow log if Indians should be seen 
passing by. 

About the time Joseph Buckley became seprewn 
man, his father had five hogs fattening at the upper 
end of the orchard. One night a panther came and 
earried the whole lot to Cooks Run, piled them up, 
and covered them over with Jeaves and earth. The 
father and his sons watched for several nights, and 
finally the old panther came with her cubs. She was 
shot and the cubs captured and kept for pets. One was 
given away, and the othey kept until almost grown. 
It took a great dislike to the colored servants, named 
Thyatira and Joseph. Young Joe Buckley took much 
delight in frightening the servants, He would hold 
the chain and start the panther after them, and would 
let it almost catch them at times. This would frighten 
the Servants very mych, and they cherished great ani- 
mosity towards the pet, and threatened to put it out of 
the way. This made the young man uneasy about his 
panther, and he would not leave it out of < 

: of doors at night 
fearing the servants would kill it 8 
» and so he made a 


The beast would 


ndian incursions. 
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py his side, purring like a kitten, thongh mueh 

sleep ”: 

jouder 
One 

thing 8t7anee 


scious be four 


pight the young man was awakened by some- 
. about his throat. When became con- 
rd his pet was licking at his throat, slight- 
ly pinching at times with its teeth, then lick awhile and 
“neh a little harder- Thts frightened the young man 
a thoroughly that he sprang to his feet, dragged it out 


of doors and dispatched it at once. 





JOHN SHARP. 

Among the persons settling in what is now Pocahon- 
tas County early in the century, John Sharp, Senior, a 
native of Jreland, is richly deserving of more than 
passing notice. He isthe ancestor of the families of 
that name that constitute such a marked proportion of 
the Frost community, and have been identified with 
that vicinity for the past 91 years. Previous to the 
Revolution he came in with the tide of Scotch-Irish 
inigration that spread over Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey, and thence moved south, and finally located in 
Rockingham County, Virginia. His wife was Marga- 
ret Blaine, whose parents resided im the vicinity of 
Rawley Springs. She was a relative of Rev. Jobn 8. 
Blaine, one of the pioneer Presbyterian pastors in our 
countyr 

After a residence of several years in Rockingham 
County, Mr Sharp came to Pocahontas to secure land 
for the use of his large and industrious family, and he 
succeeded well, and saw them well fixed in life all 


a wesctl “aN er 
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him. He reached Frost. in 1802, and settled 
ae ie ; now oecupied by Abram Sharp. There 
on oe ee and as many daughters. The daughters 
were Teel, Anna, Isabella, Elizabeth, Rosa, and 
Margaret became Mrs Henry Dilley and lived 
Anna was married to Daniel Me- 
Isabella became 
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were 
Polly. 
on Thorny Creek. : 
Collam, who finally moved. to Ohio, 
Mre Alexander Rider, who lived so long on the top of 
the Alleghany, seven miles east of Huntersville. Eliza- 


beth was the wife of Rev James Wanless, a widely 
‘known minister, and lived on upper Thorny Creek, 
where John F. Wanless now resides. 

Rosa Sharp was married to the Rev William J. Ry- 
der, on Back Creek. Her family mostly went west— 
to Illinois. Rev Stewart Ryder, of Bath, is her son. 
He was for several years an itinerant minister in the 
Baltimore Conference. Aaron Ryder, who liver near 
Frost, is another son. 

Mary Sharp became the wife of William Hartman, 
and settled in Upshur County. Her children were Joel 
Susan, Elizabeth, and Mory. Joel Hartman married 
Jonathan Yeager’s daughter Rachel. Mary Hartman 
became Mrs Jeter; Susan Hartman became a Mrs Har- 
per, all of Upshur County. 

In reference to the six sons that were of this family, 
and the brothers of the six sisters whose history is 
80 briefly traced, we learn the following partic- 
ulars from Mrs Elizabeth Sharp, the aged relict 
of the late John Sharp, a grandson of the pioneer John 
a This venerable lady has a remarkable history. 

alone during the war, she supported her young 
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and numerous family, paid off m diese a land, 
and came through the great trouble out 0 i a ae 

The pioneer’s 80: Robert, Daniel. 

: and Joseph. 
Be cheep ata Rebecca Moore, daughter of 
Pennsylvania John Moore, and settled on land now 
occupied by Joseph Moore, who is a grandson of John 
Sharp, Senior. 

Robert Sharp died in early youth. 

Daniel Sharp married Margaret Palmer, of Augusta 
County, and settled on Buffalo Mountain, beyond 
Greenbank. Daniel finally went to Lewis County, and 
settled on Leading Creek. 

James Sharp married Margaret Wanless, and settled 
on the head of Thorny Creek. There were five sons 
and two daughters in his family. William, Andrew, 
Robert, James, and Lindsay were the sons; and Jane, 
who became Mrs Nicholas Swadely, and Nancy, who 
married James Moore, now of Nicholas County, were 
the daughters. Nicholas Swadely moved to Ritchie 
Couuty. Lindsay Sharp lives on the old homestead. 
Andrew Sharp lives on Back Creek, and was 97 years 

of age July 3, 1897. He was able at that time to do 
considerable work with his axe and brush-hook. 

William Sharp married Margaret Nesbitt, of Rock- 
bridge County, and settled near Frost. There were a 
son and three danghters. Mary Paulina.married Ste- 
phen Wanless, and lived on Back Creck. Her hus- 
band was killed by a vicious horse. Eliza Jane, be- 
came Mrs David Hannah, of Fayette County. Johu 
Sharp, the one son of this family, married Elizabeth 
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en Wade, of Highland County, and settled on the 


Slav . ; iv 
; rost where his widow now lives. Theye 


place near EF 
were five sons and four daughters. 
The sons were Charles Osborne Wade, William A}- 


exander Gilmer, John Benjamin Franklin, Aaroy 
Uriah Bradford. Little Bradford died at the age of 
seven years, his mother’s darling, and though many 
as De passed she weeps at the mention of hig 
nATHe: Matilda Ursula died at sixteen months. Mar- 
garet Ann died aged sixteen years. Martha Ellen 
and Marietta Emmeretta Virginia are yet living. 

Gilmer Sharp married Nancy Elizabeth Arbogast, 
and settled a mile from Frost on the west branch of 
Knapps Creek, in the pine woods, and opened up a 
nice home. His family consists of seven sons and two 
danghters: Upton Porter, William Bradford, Clifton 
Chalmers, Ernest Gilmer, George Mervin, Charles 
Letcher, Minnie Ursula, and Nancy Elizabeth Daisy. 
Minnie is now Mrs Ellis Bussard, near Glade Hill. 

J.B. F. Sharp, great-grandson of the pioneer, mar- 
ried Mary Alice Gibson, of Bath, rnd now lives near 
Frost. Henderson Wickline, Carrie, Bessie, Ellen, 
and Ruth are their children. 

C. O. W. Sharp, another son of the same family, 
married Amanda Grimes, and settled near Frost. 
There were six sons and three daughters: Hannibal 
Hamlin, Charles Hanson, David Franklin, George 
Winters, Summers Hedrick, Austin John, Trudie 


Montgomery, Isa Amanda, Esta Medora, 
Martha Ellen Shar 


Pp, one of the surviving sisters, be- 
came the wife of Aby 


‘am Sharp, near Frost. He was a 
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Union soldier. Their family consists of six sons and 
four daughters: Joseph Averill mairied Sarah Vint 
and lives on Browns mountain. John Washington 
married Mary Ann Simmons, of Highland, and lives 
near Frost. Their sons are Anderson Butler, Stewart 
Holmes, Aaron Abraham, and Lincoln, who died at 
the age of four years. The daughters are Julia Quebec, 
who is Mrs William Shrader and lives near Frost; and 
Yuba Truxillo, who died December, 1895; greatly la- 
mented; Elizabeth Rachel, and Mary Hannah Susan. 

The other surviving member of Mrs Bettie Sharp's 
family is Marietta Emmeretta Virginia, who married 
Thomas R. Kellison, and lives near Mountain Grove. 
Her family of three sons and six daughters are named 
as follows: John Benjamin Franklin Lightbourne, 
Charles Hackie, Thomas Bonar, Elizabeth Lugertie 
Moomau, Anna Amanda Jane, Ella, Marietta Con- 
stance, Hattie, and Lucy. 

The last of the sons of John the pioneer is Joseph 
Sharp, who married Elizabeth Lightner and settled on 
the homestead, now held by Abram Sharp, The late 
Peter Sharp, near Frost, was a son of Joseph Sharp. 
He was a Confederate soldier. His wife was Mary 
Ann Herron, daughter of Leonard Herron. Three of 
his sons are Methodist preachers. Oscar is a local 
preacher; William and Jasper are in the itineracy, 
Samuel died recently, and Ashby is Constable of Frost 
District: Alice is Mrs Alexander Kiricofe, and lives 
in Augusta County. Azelia married Rev CO. M. An- 
derson. 

Another son, Henry Sharp, married Caroline Curry, 
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daughter of the late J. Hee eve om ne 
and lives on Douthard’s Creek, near eres 1eir 
family numbers seven daughters and two sons: Clara, 
now Mrs Henry Overholt; Docia, BON Mine Warren; 
Ettie, Mrs J. E. Campbell, of Covington; Ae Mrs 
Mack Ervine; Bertha, Lucy, and Pearl- Gilbert Sharp 
is at home, a well known machinist. Albert Sharp re- 
sides at Marlinton, where he is a well known citizen, 
and has performed an active part in the construction of 
improvements. 

Thus far we have been able to illustrate to some ex- 
tent the history of John Sharp, the settler. As was 
intimated, the great motive that prompted his coming 
to the head of Knapps Creek was to get land. In this 
he was successful. His landed possessions reached 
from the Gibson farm, near Frost, up the West Branch 
to Armnius Bussard’s, near Glade Hill. He had pro- 
perty in the Hills, on Thorny Creek, and on Buffalo 
Mountain beyond Greenbank, and the most of these 
lands yet in the possession of his descendants. 

He was small in person, blue eyes, light hair, and 
of florid complexion. He was constantly employed. 
Mrs Sharp was quiet in all her ways, very diligent in 
her duties, and patiently met and endured the toils and 
inconveniences of living in the woods. These persons 
were pious, and some of the first religions meetings 
ever held in the vicinity of Frost were at their house. 
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